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RELATION 


Of the fear ful Eſtate of | 


Francis Sfira, 
After he ruin'd Apoſtate from 
the Proteſtant Church io Popery- 


As alſo the Miſerable LLV ES, and 
Woful DEATHS, of 


Mr. FOHN CHILD, 


Who deſperately hang'd him ſelf in Brick- 
Lane, in Spittle-Fields, Lenden, 1684. 


Mr. GEO. EDIW ARDS, 


— — — — 


Prophetical Curſe upon any of his 


Race, that ſhould Apoſtatiſe to the 


Church of Rome. With ſeveral Ex⸗ 


amples of God's Judgments on other 


Apoſtates. With 0rizes's Lamentation 


LONDON, Printed for B Harru, at the Geldes 


Boars- Head in Grace - Church St reet; and Sold | 


by E. Tracy at the Thre:-Bibles ON London- - 


Bridge, 1715. 
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ſo that it hath been Tranſlated and 


ver was there more need to pre- 
| | ſerve the Memory of ſuch awakening 


to be let looſe, and not a few ready | 


Ws a 5 T 1 E 14 
READER.| 


H E Certainty, the Remar- 
kableneſs, and the great 
Uſe of this Relation off 

Spira, has long ſince made it Accep- 


ta ble to the ſober part of the World, 


„ 


Publiſh'd in moſt of the Languages 
of Europe; and particularly great 
Numbers ot them have been vended 
in England; but being now out of 
Print, and I having purchas'd the 
Right of the Copy, thought it very 
fit to Reprint it: For certainly ne- 


Examples, than in this preſent Age, 
wherein an apoſtatiæing Spirit ſeems 
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do their Sails ) with every Wind. | 


view in this Looking-Glaſs, Spira's 


to ſhift their Religion (as Seamen 
Let ſuch falling Stars, whilſt they | 


dreadful Condition, read the Cons! 
| - [ſequences of their own A poſtacy.“ 
God will not be mocked : There's! 
no Diſſembling with Heaven, no- 


ſooner or later will overtake em. 


mY 


Serviceable, 1 have procur'd divers 
notable Preſidents of God's judg- 
ments, vilibly inflicted on the like 
Sinners, to be added to it from ſeve- 
ral approved Authors. 

| Hpoſtacy is a Sin moſt odious to 
God and Man. The dugels (ſaith 
the Apoſtle) which kept not rheir firſt 
\ fJE/tate, but left their own Habitation, 
he bath reſerved in everlaſting Chatas 
under Darkneſs, unto the Judg ment of 

the Great Day. 
| Hence it is, that the Zeal of our 
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5 23 * 


Maſquerading with the All- ſeeing 
Eye of divine Vengeance, which! 


To make this little TI reatjſe more! . 


N — 
[| 


| Prote- 


— — »„— — 
3 _ _- 


———_—} 


bProteſtant Anceſtors, thought bt by 


To the Reader. 


an d f State, to Brand this hor- 


rid Sin with the moſt heinous Guilt 


and grievous Puniſhment, making 


it no leſs than High-Treaſon for any 
Subject of this & iungdom, (of whatever 
Eſtate or Degree) that has been Edu. 
- [eated in the true Reformed Religion of | 
the Church of England, by Lam eſta- 
|6/iſhed, to be willingly reconcil:d to the 


Church of Rome; as appears by the 
Statute 9 Jac. c 4. S. 23. A Law to 
this Day in force, and well worthy 
the Regards of all thoſe whom it 
may concern. Nor was the Zeal 


and Reſolution of that wiſe and 


learned Prince, K. James the I. leſs 
to be applauded, of which we have 
a ſignal Inſtance, recorded by a re- 
verend Judge to Poſterity, vix. I hat 
in the Second lear after KR, James's 


coming into England, there being 4 
KRumour ſpread, as if he intended, or 
were inclinable to give the Papiſts| 
[ olleration, his Majeity was 6ffendea| 

| thereat; 


J 
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he there prublickly declared, That he 


len) ren a Curſe upon any of his 


o the Reader. 


thereat; eſteeming it a very great Scan- 
dal on a Proteſtant Prince; and ha- 
ving aſſemb/ed divers of the Nobles, 


never haa ſuch a I houg hit, and that he 
would venture the bet Blood in his Bo- 
dy for the Proteſtant Religion; ſo- 


Race, that ſhould Apoſtatiæe to Rome, 
ſaying, If any of my Poſterity ſhall 
embrace any other than that true 
Religion which I now profeſs, 1 
pray God to take them out of the 
World. See Crook's Reports, 2. 
Jacobi, 

It was in the beginning of the 
Year 1683, that 1 new Publiſh'd 


Francis Spirs, with the ſore-going 
Epiſtle, to prevent, as much as in 


that then was flowing 1n upon the 
Nation, like a mighty Deluge, rea- 
dy to overflow and bear down al] 
before it: And it was then as much 


the Relation of the fearful Eſtate of 


me lay, that Torrent of Apoſtacy, 


as| + 


D 


Jas I durſt ſay, and more than they 


I the Reader. 9 


would allow afterwards. - For Dr. 
Sharp (late A. Bp. of Tork) having 


in one of his Sermons, made mention 
f that Curſe of K. James the Firſt, 
which I have here before recited ; 
K. James the II. being conſcious to 
himſelfof being an Apoſtate from the 
Religion in which he was brought 
up, and which was profeſs'd by his 
Father and Grand- Father, found 
himſelf ſo nearly touch'd, that he 
ſent a Mandate to the Biſhop of Lon- 
don to Suſpend the ſaid Dr. Shar 

from Preaching ; which the Biſhop 
ſeeing no Reaſon for; inſomuch as 
the Dr. had tranſgreſs'd no Law, 
s being what by Law he could 
not. Upon which, that K. who was 
for advancing his Diſperſeng Power 
above all Law, was ſo enrag'd, that 
he erected an Extra- Judicial Eccle- 
aſtical Court, to Suſpend the Re- 
yerend Biſhop, which they alſo did, 
s he commanded. 
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| To the Reader. 5 | 
This mighty Indignation « of K. 


James the 2d, againſt repeating this 
| | Curſe of his Grand- Father, gave me 
jan occaſion of conſidering it a little 
|| [more ſedately; and by comparing 
[| [it with what has ſince befallen his 
two unhappy Grand-Children (not 
| to mention his own Son, K. Charles 


I. who tho” himſelf a Proteſtant, yet 
Was ſo Uæorious an Husband to his 
Queen, that he granted the PapsFs 
; {[rmoreLiberty on her account, than 
as either conſiſtent with the Laws 
of the Land, or the Welfare of the 
Proteſtant Religion, which was ſo 
undermin'd in Exg land in his Reign, 
that at laſt, things broke out into a 
bloody War, the end of which wa 
fatal to the Nation, and ſurprizingly 
Tragical to that unfortunate King 
which encourag'd the Rebels in Ire 
land to maſſacre Two Hundred 
Thouſand Innocent Proteſtants 1 
cold Blood ; for which a Cana 
on was pretended by them unde 


thay | | 


— 
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ö 
K. that King's Broad-Sea/ ; but whe- 
ther it were ſo or not, muſt he left 
to that Day in which all Secrets 


tle will be made manifeſt. 1 ſay, not 
og to mention the great Lenity of K. 
bis | Charles I. to the Papiſts, it is noto- 
10t 3 | rious enough, that the Grand- Fa- 
le ther's Curſe took hold of both the 
yet |Grand-Children, Charles and James 
his II. for their Apoſtartzing from God's 
it, true Religion unto Popery, King 
lan 


Charles II. did indeed ON in 
it, in his Life-time ; for being an 
effeminate Prince, and entirely given 
uß to his Pleaſures, he was not ve. 


all; and provided he could but 
enjoy thoſe Pleaſures to which he 
| | had devoted himſelt, he was not 
| | thoughtful what became of Religi- 


by his Death ( when Men leaſt of 
all azſſembie ) that little Keligion 

which he had was Popery. I was 
" that that he loved belt, though he 


on; but if we may judge of his Lite 


ö 


ry ſollicitous about any Religion at 
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To the Reader. 


[/inz/s better, to be ſet up in his} 


| Demoxſtration of his being one off 


wanted either Courage, or Zeal, G 
or both, to Hazard his Kingdom byl£! 
{ctting it up, as his Brother James 
afterwards did. And therefore the} 
Papiits (not to ſay his Brother] took} 
care to ſend him out of the World, 
for Oze that ſhould do their B- fl, 
room: And thereby his Grand- Fa- bo 
ther's Commination Was made good 
upon him, That for embracing another 
Religion, he was taken out of the World, | 
And tho ſome are willing to believe b 
he dy'd a Proteſtant, becauſe helf 
went under that Denomination, yet}, 
his receiving the Sacrament on his ; . 
Death-Bed from Father Haddleſton, g 
a Popiſh Priest, after the manner ofþ,, 
the Cburch of Rome, is too 24 


that Communion, 
And thus by the juſt Judgment offþ, 
the Almighty, whoſe Ways are in 


ſcrutible, aud his Judgments þait finds, b 


i ont, he tell (according to his“ 


Grand- 


— ol 


a_ 
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IF rand- Father's Prayer) for embra- 
ol ing the Roiiſh Religion, by their 
lands / as there is great Reaſon to 
"ul believe) whole Religion he fell a- 
1 ay to, becauſe they thought him 
ial too remiſs in hi- Zeal for it; tho? 
35 ſindecd he did them more Service 
ie by thoſe under-hand Methods he 
Pltook to promote it, than his Brother 
rould do by his more publick eſpou- 
ling of it. 
King Charles II. being gone, and 
James come to the Crown, he o- 
penly profeſ'd tis Apoſlacy, in em- 
er! bracing another Keligioz, than that 
true On: his Grand- Father proleſt; 
"; nd drew upon him all the Plagues 
* that an abdicated Frince could” ive 
under: Which two Examples are 
at af freſh Inſtances, how Pangerovs it 
* Olfis, for any Perſon, tho? of the high- 
it Rank, ro % ſtatiſe from the 
good Ways of God, and to em- 


CVE 


his 


on 


94 of} 


"my race that Rel:g1un v. ith wh: ch God 
1 1as a Controverſy, and which in 


N his 
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To the Reader. 


Ga __cR— ear worry a wwe.” # oe LE. on 


his due time he will utterly over. 
turn And tho? by the coming 1o 
ef the late Glorious King William, 
Popery has recciv'd ſuch a Blow, 
that one would think there ſhould: 
be no Danger of apo, to it 
any more; yet the Devi], and his 
I-{rumen's the Jeſaits, are buſy and 
induſtrious. as ever 10 promote it, 
tho? under ſeveral Diſguiſes: And 
whil{t they are bringing up a Pre. 
tender on t'other ſide the Water, 
they ſeem to be Confident of turn. 
ing the Point ſome time or other; 
and therefore it concerns us all to 
ſtand upon our Guard, and take 
heed of the very. Brgennings of A. 
poſtacy; which, I lear, is creeping, 
upon too many, by inſenſible De- 


5 


grces. For to grow cold and care- 
ſels in the Profeſſion of Religion, L 
j Ky — 3 
one Di gree of Apoſtacy, and may 
and Will (without divine Grace 
interpoſe / lead a Man into all the 
reſt. 
Bc. 


CE I heat od 


|” "Th the Reader, 


to the Worid, cven under the 
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Before I conclude this Epiſtle, I 
tunk ht to acquaint the Reader, 
that this re Krlation of the fear- 
ful Eſtate of Francis Spira, has 
found ſuch good Acceptance, that 
it has occaſion'd a furreptitious 
Kelation to be ſhameſully publiſh'd | 


Name of a Secord Spira ; which 
las it is without any Foundation of 


Truth, fo it is a great Abuſe to 
the Word, and an Impoſing upon 
the Credulity of unwary Readers : 
And whatever the Deſign may 
have Feen, is but making the Truth 
of God beholden to a Lze, which 
is Expretly condemned by the Apo. 
ſtle, Rem. 3. 7, 8. But among the 
many Examples recited in this 
Book, there are none but what 
are of approved Verity, and well 
Atteſted: Yea, ſo far am I from 
impoſing on the Reader by ſicti- 
tious Relations, that I would to 
God there were not ſo many real 

B 2 Inſtan- 
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Ferſon who was the ſad Subject 


—ͤ— Or 


Inſtances of this kind, and that A- 
poſtacy had not left ſuch viſible 
Marks behind it in the wicked} * 
Lives, and deſpairing Deaths of; 
{o many miſcrable Souls as it has 
done. 

I have allo farther to inform the 
Reader, that I have in this Edition 
added another very true and tre- 
mendious Example, of God's Ju- 
ſtice upon a Perſon, for Sinning a- 
gainſt Light and Knowledge, which, 

I think, is as remarkable as any 
thing tliat has happen'd of this 
Nature, for theſe Hundred Years ; 
and this is no Example brought 
from Foreign Parts, but a Thing 
tranſe.Cted at our own Doors, The 


11 


hereof, was particularly known to 
my ſelf, and very many others, at! 
this time living in Loden; the 
place of his lait Habit tion being 
no farther off than Syittle- Fields.“ 


He was a Man of a ftrorg my . 
| 4 — 


10 the Reader. 


: wounded Conſcience who can bear ? 


— 


Relation it ſelf. 


ble Body, bold and confident, of 
great Preſence of Mind. but a 


For thou wilt find in the Rela- 
tion, that when God came to con- 
tend with him, he was ſo diſtract- 
ed with Terrors, that he was re» 
duc'd to a meer Skeleton, and 
made the lively Image of Deſpair, 
But I will not anticipate in this 
Preface what you {hall meet with 
in the Book, but reter you to the 


T ſhall only add my Wiſhes and 
Prayers, that paſt Examples may 
prove future Harnings; and all 
that read theſe ſignal Inſtances of 
God's Judgments, may thereby 
come to ſee the Danger of Apo- 
ſtacy, and hold faſt the Truth, and 
not Aepart into the Ways if Baal- 
Pecr, or lick up the Vomits of Aſb- 
dod; but conſerve the pure Faith, 


and walk anſwerable thereunto in 
their Converſation, which will 
| my > bring 


I the Reader. 


bring a Bleſſing in Life, and Com- 
fort in Death, and Glory to Eter- 
nity. | 


Thine, 
. 


| 


— 
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OR the Truth of this Hiſtory 
P enſuing, beſides Circumſtan- 


ces of Place, Perſon, lime, 
and Occaſion, ſo exactly obſerv'd,} * 
I refer my ſelf to the Relation of 
thoſe godly Men, who in ſeveral] 
Languages have maniteſted to the 
World, the ſeveral Paſſages there» 
of: And altho' I am not ignorant, 
that at firſt they were not only Cre- 
dited, but Diſcredited, and Slan- 
der'd, by ſuch as found them to 
be a Blur to the Roman Profeſſion, 
yet they loſt not their Luſtre there» 
by; but being acquitted by many 
Compurgators of ſeveral Nations, 
and ſome of the Romiſh Religion, 
being all of them Spectators of this 
Tragedy, it occaſion'd not only a 
farther Manifeſtation and Confir- 
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| | The Preface. 


jEnce, to ſee that which they had 


ly appeareth out of the ſucceeding 
Story; but more fuily out or an A- 
pology written by # erper:zs, Biſh- 

of Juſtinople, who was accuſed | 
for difperſing the Fame of his Ex- 
ample to the Stain of Popery, in 
which Apology to V. Roctan, Suf- 
fragan of Padua, is ſhortly and clear- 
ly declared what was ſaid, what 
Was done, and who were preſent, 
If that it be demanded, what mo- 
ved me to compile this I reatiſe of 
Spira, tell them, that it ſhould teach 
Fear and Reverence ; and indeed, 
among all thoſe that came to fee 
him, tew or none retura'd unſha- 


faith, I would fain go and ſee him a- 
gain, but I exceedingly Fear and Irem- 
bl:. And in his Apology faith, I. 
i ſuch a tare Example, as I mould 


mation of the Truth, but alſo a 
large and more frequent Conflu-| 


formerly only heard of, This part-| 


ken. Vergerius, in his firſt Epiſtle 
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willingly 
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| Ihe Preface. 
 2/Jwilingly go to the farthe#t Parts of 
u- % World, to ſee or hear the like.| 
ad|4 The Lady Jane to her Father's] . 
t-|\ Chaplain, (that had fallen into Syi- 
18|Fr4's Sin) faith, Kemerver the la- 
*\mertable Eſtate of Spira | 4 
I acknowledge, that there hath}.; 
been formeily a Book publi;j1'c in 

| \ Engliſb on this Subject; but as far 
as I can learn (for Ic uld not get 
one of them) it was not ſo various 
and large as this Treatiſe; and, as 
1 have heard, a Tran ſlation of only 
one of the Tractates, whence in 
part I gather'd the enſuing Diſ- 
courſe. Concerning my Care and 
Fidelity herein, I may truly ſay, 
without changing Colour, That 
I [nor one Sentence of all this Work, 
jattributed to the Perion of Spira, 
{| but it hath its Wat rant either from | 
the Epiſtles of YVergerms, and Gri- 
balaus, Proteilors of Law at Padua; 
or from the Diſcourſes of Henry] 
Scring er, a Scotſman, Sigiſm, Gelons, 
10 11 a 


er? 
— "a 20 OE ate 


. nur ect N 


1 


— 
"44 * —_ ms 


v SUB nib eee 


! 


| 


: 
} 
* K 
i 
n T5 
: 
: 


1iſfÞ 
A 
19 
| | 


| 


The Preface. 
a Tranſilvanian, and Martin Bocha, 
a Divine of Bazz/. I have taken no 
Liberty, than as a Relator, to weave 


the aforeſaid Diſcourſes together, 
{o as thoſe who under ſeveral, were 


entire Hiſtory, connected by due 
Succeffion of Time and Occaſion, as 


punctual'y as could be aim'd at, by 
the Circumſtances noted in the Wri- 
tings of thoſe Holy and Learned 
Men before- named. 

Extraordinary Examples of Di. 
vine Juſtice, God never intended 


f 


report ill at this Day; Ut quoaaam 
| viſa reſtaret condimentum quo 


for a Nine Days Monder; elſe would 
he when he exemplifi'd Lois Wife, 

have turn'd her into a Statue of 
melting Snow, not of laſting Salt ; 

which Rood as Joſephus tells us, ill 
his Age, after the Deſtruction of 
Jeraſalem ; and as ſome Travellers 


ſapient unde 440 caveatur Exemplum, 
Aug. de Civit, Det, lib. 16. cap. 30. 
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accounted ſeveral, I here make one 
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1 The Preface. 
For a Seaſon againſt Corruption, a 
5 Preſervation againſt Apoſtacy. 
of This Tragedy when New, was 

| {the Converſion and Confirmation 
| Jot ſundry Worthies ; Vegerius, a 
daily Spectator thereof, forſał ing 
ſa rich Biſhoprick of Juſttia oi, and} 
| {ents of Antichri#, went to Basil, 
and died a worthy Proteſtant. Ma- 
ny Nations had Eye-Wuneiles of 
their own Students then in the Uni- 
verſity of Padua, who penned the 
Story, the Copics whereof are fre- 
quently reviv'd : Our Ezgiiſh ones 
were very Defective, and now 
worn out of Shops and Hands ; 
ſundry Manuſcripts ot this abroad 
imperfett ; Which mov'd me to com- 
pare this Labour of a worthy Ge 
tleman (who Faithful Tranſlated 
It out of Italian, French, and Dutch 
Letters) with the Latiz of Celius 
Secundus, Curio, Mattheus Gribaul. 
dus, Prof: ſors of the Civil Law in 
Padua, Sigiſmond Gelons, a Tran ſil. 
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© | bout fix Months ſpace, eating no- 
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thing but what was forc'd down his, 


1 all learn to take beed of Bach- ſliding, 
I which: God's Soul abhers ; and not to 


. Earth, it juſtly iuctns d; more to be 


ſor all the Strapado's ana Torments in 


I ra'r principal Errors; which were to 
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cord with them. 


rate ones excepted ) that tell from 
him in ſome little Agonies, which 
kept him Faſting and Watching a- 


Throat. 
ly of the Uſe of this Pattern) That 


dally with Conſcience, an Hell apon 
fear'd than the Spaniſh Inquiſition, 


the World ; and to take heed of Spi- 


„ vanian, and Henricus Scotus, all dai 
ly Viſitors ef Spira, and find ic ac- 


Touching Hpira's Perſon, I ſind 
moſt learned Writers de encline to 
the right and hopetul Hand; mo : 
ved by his ſweet, humble, and cha- 
W | ritable Speeches (ſome few deſpe- 


i The Surf of Calvin's and Bor-! 
ie hon's Counſel is, (Who write large- | 


Dt. Aud 


Diſpute | 
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Ibo is able to eſtabliſh thee to the 


Hurt, by reading this terrible Ex- 
 2]ample. | 
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|] Diſpute with Satan over buſily in ti 

*| of Weakneſs, ; eſpeciallyto Reaſon and 
Conclude from preſent Senſe, to God's 
Pat Reprobation and Futare Dans 
+ | ation: both of which is hard, if poſſi= 
| ble, ſor any Man to Determine in his 
1] own, much more in others Caſes, N 
So commending theeto his Grace 


End, I bid thee Fare well, and 
Hope well, while the Space of 
Grace laſteth; Dam Spiras Spers ;| 
ſo may*{t thou take Good, and no 


N. B. 


T 0 


IE 
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To the Author and Reader of this 


irrer. 


Ome ſcatter'd Parcels of this Story lay 
In foreign Leaves, "I. hai oP found a way 
en an vbDy1aas Prey, 
Thus to collect, had 7 never ſeen the Day. 
Reader, wou'dſt ſee how fanning 'gainſs :. Light, 
Will quench & leave the Soul in a ud Night 
Of Diſcontent? Come hither then, look here 
And learn all ſuch Light-quenching Sins to fear, 
Reader, woud'ſt ſee the comfort breathiug Spirit 
To Greve, what endleſs ori fit doth demerit? 
Come hither then, look here: at 
Here ſee a Soul that's all 2:ſpair 5 x Man 


All Heu; a Spirit all Hana, Who can | 


A wounded Spirit bear? 
Reader wou'dit ſee what you may never fe 4 
Deſpair Racks Ye ments. Mis of burning S 4e 
Behold this Man, tnis Fr-ace in whoſe Heart 
Sin hath creat:d Hell. Oh, in each part, 
What Flames appear |! 
His Thoughts all Stings, Words Swords; 
Brimſtone his Breath; 
His Eies Flames; WiſhesCurſes, Life a Death. 
A thouſand Deat ne live in him, he not dead. 
A breathing Co ple in living (calJing Lead. 
And yet he lives our Monuments to tell, 
How black are quench-d Lights? 
Quench Joys are double Frights, 
Black Days are double Nights. 
Heav'n Taſted, Loſt, a double Hell, 


\[P've call'd thee Kader, pray ſo be; 


Read this, that others Read not thee, 
L: gat Hiſtori m, 


Ne fias Hiſtor jam. M. N. 
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glorious Sun of the Goſpel 
was but newly riſen in 
Europe, in the Days of 


the very Border of Italy, in the Town 
of Citagella, liv'd one Francis Spira, a 
Civil Lawyer, an Advocate of great 


| Rank and Eſteem , being of great Ex-“ 


q perience, of Carriage circumſpe& and 
1 ſevere 


3 


N the Year 1548, when the 


| 2 <#) | the Reign of Edward the]. 
Sixth cf that Name King of Exgland,| 
in the Territory, and under the Jurif- | 
diction of the City of Venice, being | 


* 
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To the Author 45d Reader of this 


| e EO. 


Ome ſcatter'd Parcels of this Story lay 
In foreign Leaves, N 4 hai 15 found a way 
eu an ob igus Prey, 
Thus to collect, had 7 never ſee:1 the Day. 
Reader, wou'd(t ſee how ſinving ge,. Light, 
Will quench & leave the Soul in a {xd Night 
Of Diſcontent? Come hither then, lock here 
And learn all ſuch Ligbt-quenbing Sins to fear. 
6 Reader, woud'ſt ſee the comfort breathi..g Spi rit 
To Grieve,what endleſs ori f it doth demerit? 
Come hither then, look here : 
Here ſee a Soul that's all D:ſpair , a Man 
All Hel; a Spirit all Www: , Who can 
A wounded Spirit bear? 
Reader wou'dit ſee what you may never felt 
Deſpair "Racks Ye ments. Wi.:ps of burni:.g S: 8? 
Behold this Man, tais rte in whoſe Heart 
Sin hath creat:d Hell. Oh, in each part, 
What Flames appear! 
His Thoughts all Stings; Words Swords; 
Bri mſtone his Breath; 
His Eies Flames; WiſhesCurſes, Life a Death. 
A thouſand Dat ns live in him, he not dead, 
A breathing Co ple in living ſcalding Lead. 
And yet he lives our Monuments to tell, 
Ho black are quench-d U ights? 
Quench Joys are double E rights, 
Black Days are double Nights. 
Heav'n Taſted, Loſt, a double Hell. 


.P've call'd thee Nader, pray ſo be; 
Read this, that others Read not thee, 


L:gat Hiſtori m, 
Ne fras Hi [tor 1am. M. N. 
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Francis Spira. 


Jof Ciragella, liv'd one Francis Spira, a 


A 
RELATION | 


Of the Fearſul Eſtate 
O F 


NN the Year 1548, when the 
— glorious Sun of the Goſpel 
was but newly rifen * in 
Europe, in the Days of 


the very Border of /raly, in the Town 


[Civil Lawyer, an Advocate of great 
Rank and Eſteem , being of great Ex- 


Li 


JESS the Reign of Edward the| 

E ef that Name King of Exg land, 
in the Territory, and under the juriſ- 
diction of the City of Venice, being | 


| perience, of Carriage circumſpect and | 


** 4. 
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' Relation of the Fearful 


outwzrd Bleſſiugs of Wife ard eleven 


bearing a Couatenauce rather of Pa 
on, than of ſober Confeſſion. 2 feem 
to add a Pericd to all fertbe Comm eu- 
dat ions. 

© | was (Auth he) exceedingly Co- 
© vetons of Money, and accordingly ap- 
+ plied my ſelf to get by Injuſtice, cor- 
© rupting Juſtice by Deceit, inventing 
 }* Tricks to delude Juſtice ; good Cau- 
I ſes I cither defended deceitfully, or 
IJ“ fold 'em tothe Adverſary per fid iouſly. 
J HI Cauſes I maintain'd with all my 
s  |* mighs. 1 wittingly opp»ſed the known 
„ © Truth; and the Truſt commit ed un- 
IJ“ to me, l either betrayed or perverted. 


2 — 
. - 
— 


I Years, or thereabouts, and the News of 
the New, or rather yewly revived Opini- 
ſons of Latber coming into thoje Parts, 
* lepre- 


—  — 
- 


ſevere, his Speech grave and compoſed, |F © 
his Countenance ſharp and auſtere, eve-|} 
ry way befitting that Authority where 
unto he was advan.'d ; endow'd with{} 


| 


Children, and Wealth in abundanice. |! 
| What his worſt Part: were, I have no] 
other Watrant than bis on Word: [1 
which, if not tainted over-much witi |} 
the Bitcergeſs of a deſperate Mind. and | 4 * 


Thus having worn out Forty-Fcur 


—_— 
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repreſented an Object of Novelty unto 


um, who being deſirous to know, as he 


Jas famous for Koowledge, ſuffer'd not 


75 


— 


4 
*P 
pl 


, 


I:hcſe zardring Opinions to piſs unex- 
Jamin'd, but ſearching into the Scrip- 
erbe, and into all Books of Controver- 
es that he could ger, both Old aud 
New, and finding more than Fame or 
O pision, he began to taſte their Na- 
ture ſo well, that he Entertains, Loves, 
Jand Owns them at length; ard with 
J ſuch Zeal, as te became a Profeſſor, yea, 
Ja Teacher of them, firſt to his Wife, 
Childrena, and Family, and after to his 
Friends, and familiar Acquaintance; and 
in compariſon, ſeemed 10 neglet all o- 
ther Affairs, intending ever to preſs this 
main Point, That we muſt wholly and only 
4 depend on the free and unchangeable Love 
ef GOD, in the Death of CHRIST, as the 
only ſure way to Salvation. And this was |. 
the Sum of all his Diſcourſe, which con- 


tinued for the ſpace of Six Years, or 
there-bouts, even ſo long as the Fire 


could keep it ſelf within private Walls; 


but at length it brake forth into publick 


Meetings, ſo as the whole Province off 
#| Padua Dawned by the Luſtre thereof. 
Tue Clergy änding the Trade of their 


Par dons 


— CE E_ 


— 
®}j * 


— 


| 


. 


N 


ſes; to him theſe Men repair with Out- \ 
cries againſt Spira, that he was the Man 


Power, and ſcandalized the Policy there- 


| 


— 
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Pardons to decay, and their Purgatory tot. 
wax cold, began to beſtir themſelves ;We 
gloſſing their Actions, firſt with calum-l ” 
nious Aſperſions upon the whole Profeſ. 
ſion; then more plainly ſtriking at xi. 1 
ra with grievous Accuſat ions. Me 
And to effet thei Pur poſe, ſome pro- ger 
miſed Labour, others 14 ur, ſome Ad- 1 e 
vice, others Maintainaace : ; all joyn toe 
divide eicher his Soul froin his Body, or he 
both from God. gat 
Now was John Caſa, the Pope's Le- 


gate, reſident at Venice, being by Birth aua 


Florentine; and one that wanted neither | a 


I Malice againſt thoſe of this Way, nor j#© 


Craftineſs to effect his malicious Purpo- | 


that condemned the received Rights of 
the Church, eluded the Eccleſiaſtical 


of; one of no mean Rank, being a Mai 
of Account and Authority, and thereun- 
to Learned in the Scriptures, Elegant in 
Speech, and in one Word, a dangerous; 
Lutheran, having alſo many Dilciples, | 4 
and therefore not to be Deſpiſed. 
At this began the Legate to caſt his | | 
Eye on the terrible Alteration that had I 
lately 


— — 
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y tot h happe di Ge many , wile, b: 
ves; Ne Means of one only Luther, the Romiſ' 
um- Hein had ſuffe:'d ſach a Blow, as 
feſ. Mat it could n-ithcr be Cored by Diſſi« 
Spi- ulation, nor Deſended by Power; but 
de Clergy mul either mend their Mag. 
ro- eis, or loſe thei: Diguities. On the o 
Ad- Hher fide, when he ſaw how Propenſe 
toe common People, inhabiting in 
or he bordering Country of Jraly, were to 
Jatertaia thoſe new Opinions, he now 
Le-Whougbt it no time to Ditpute or Per- 
h a Fuade, but wiih ſpeed repairs to the Se- 
Jer Hate, and procures Authority from them 
tor o ſend for Sira. 
o- |: Spira, by this time, had conſider'd 
t- {with himſelt of the Nature of his Cou- 
age, bow evidert and notorious it was, 


auch as neither liked his Perſon nor Re- 
e- Higion. He perceived that his Opinions 
aun cre neither retired, nor ſpeculative, 
n- Hut ſuch as aimed at the Romiſh Faction, 
in nd a change of Policy, and that his 
us Enemies wanted neither Power nor Oc- 
8, caſion to call him io an Account in Pub- 

Pick, when he maſt either Apoſtatize, 
is and ſhamefully give his former Life, yea, 
d his own Conſcience the Lie, or endure 
7 | the 


ad therefore ſybjeQ to be Envied, b, 


— 


I 


' 


| 


cries againſt Spira, that he was the Man 


| 


| 


| | 
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Pardons to decay, and their Purgatory tol t 
wax cold, began to beſtir themſelves ;W'e 
gloſſing their Actions, firſt with calum- 
nious Aſperſions upon the whole Profeſ. Wt 
ſion; then more plainly ſtriking at Spi- u! 
ra with grievous Accuſations. Die 

And to effet thei Pur poſe, ſome pro- ei 
miſed Labour, others Fav-:ur, ſome Ad-Whe 
vice, others Maintainance ; all joyn toſhe 
divide either his Soul froin his Body, or Ahe 
both from God. gat 

Now was John Caſa, the Pope's Le- 


; 


gate, reſident at Venice, being by Birth a ua 


Florentine; and one that wanted neither M2 


| {Malice againſt thoſe of this Way, nor o 


Craftineſs to effect his malicious Purpo- | 


ſes; to him theſe Men repair with Out- ||! 
dl 


that condemned the received Rights of 


the Church, eluded the Eccleſiaſtical 
Power, and ſcandalized the Policy there- 
of; one of no mean Rank, being a Mai 
of Account and Authority, and thereun- 
to Learned in the Scriptures, Elegant in 
Speech, and in one Word, a dangerous IE 
Lutheran, having alſo many Diſciples, | v 
and therefore not to be Deſpiſed. 1 

At ibis began the Legare to caſt his 44 
Eye on the terrible Alteration that had In 
lately 


— 
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y to 193) nappe d I! Ge many , wihele, b. 
ves; Ne Means of ones only Luther, the Rom 
um-R+1izi-n had ſufſe:'d fach a Blow, as 
feſ. ht it could n/ ithor be Cnred by Nitl;- 
Si. ulation, nor Deler.ded by Power; but 
ie Clergy muſt either mend their Man: 
ro- eis, or loſe thei: Diguities. On the o 
Ad- Hher fide, when he ſaw how Propenſe 
toe common People, inhabitiag in 
„or be bordering Country of Itah, were to 
Jatertaia thoſe new Opinions, he Now 
Le-Whougbt it no time to Ditpute or Per- 
h aſſuade, but wiih ſpeed repairs to the Se- 
her Hate, and procures Authority trom them 
tor o ſend for Sira. | 
0. Spira, by this time, had conſider'd 
12. {Fvith himſelf of the Nature of his Cou- 
an age, bow evidert and notorious it was, 


of Pad therefore ſybje&t to be Envied, b, 


al uch as neither liked his Perſon nor Re- 
re- Higion. He perceived that his Opinions 
an Mere neither retired, nor ſpeculative, 
n- Hut ſuch as aimed at the Romiſh Faction, 
in and a change of Policy, and that his 
us Enemies wanted neither Power nor Oc- 
s, caſion to call him to an Accaunt in Pub- 

ick, when he muſt either Apoſtatize, 
is fand ſhamefully give his former Life, yea, 
d This own Conſcience the Lie, or endure 


—_A_—_— 


y the 


Friends, Goods, Authority, yea, his dea 


a 
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the utmoſt Malice of his dreadful Ene 
mies; or forſake his Wife, Children 


Country, and betake himſelf to a fo 
reign People, there to endure 2 Thou 
ſand Miſeries, that do continually wal 
upon a voluntary Exile. 

Being thus Diſtracted, and toſſed b 
reſtleſs Waves of Doubt, without Guide 
to truſt to, or Heaven to fly to for Suc 
cours, on the ſudden, God's Spirit af: 
liſting, he felt a Calm, and began to Diſ. 
courſe with himſelf in this manner. 

* Why wandereſt thou thus in Uncer4 
* tainties, unhappy Man ? Caſt away 
Fear ; put on thy Shield, the Shield of 
Faith. Where is thy wonted Courage, 
thy Goodneſs, and Conſtancy ? Re- 
member that Chriſt's Glory lies at 
© Stake : Suffer thou without Fear, and}, 
© he will Defend thee; he will tell thee 
* what thou ſhalt Anſwer ; he can beat, 
down all Danger; bring thee out of Pri- 
ſon; raiſe thee from the Dead. Conſi- 
der Peter in a Dungeon; the Martyrs 
in the Fire. If thou makeſt a good 
+ Confeſſion, thou may'*ſt indeed, go to 
* Priſon, or Death, but an eternal Re- 


a 


ward in Heaven remains for thee. 
| - What - 


: | 
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W hat haſt thou in this World compa- 
rable to eternal Life, to everlaſting 
Happineſs ? If thou doſt otherwiſe, 
think of the Scandal ( commen People! 
live by Example, thinking whatever is 
done, is well. done) fear the Loſs of 
Peace and Joy; fear Death, Hell, aad 
eternal Wrath. Or, if the Fleſh be ſo 
ſtrong. as to cauſe thee to doubt of the 
Iſſue, fly thy Country, get thee away, 
tho' never ſo far, rather than deny 
the Lord of Life. 


being reſolv'd to yield to theſe weighty 
Reaſons. Yet holding it Wiſdom to 
xamiq all Things, he-conſules alſo with 
Fleſh and Blood. Thus the Battle doth 
enew, and the Flcſh begins in this man- 
ner. 
© Be well adviſed, fond Man, conſider 

* Reaſon on both ſides, ard then Judge 
How canſt thou thus overcome thy 
* Sufficiency, as thou neither regardeſt 
the Examples of thy Progenitors, nor 
the Judgment of the whole Church ? 
Doſt thou not conſider what Miſery 

* this thy Raſhgeſs will bring thee un- 
i? Thow ſhalt loſe all thy Subſtance 


Now was Spira in reaſonable Quiet, 


7 


* gotten with ſo great Cue and Tra- 
G " Yall; 


r 


| 
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vail ; thou ſhalt undere- the mol FJ 
quiſite Torments chat 1 
cal deviſe ; thou ſheir 1 ted 4 
Heretick of all; and 5 
thou ſhalt Die ſham VI 
thiukeſt thou of the |: 41 0 
ing Dungeon, tbe bloo. 1 F 
bur niug Faggot ? A del! 7 
tul ? Be wiſe at leur , àud kee 
thy Life and Honour; 1 en may'h liv] 
to do much Good to Men. 8 420 
commands thee; thou may ft b 4 
Oroamcut to thy ane a0 vi 1 
caſe, thy Country's Las wous be vo | 
ſwall Eſteem with thee, wilt thou vil [1 
thy Friends alſo into anger ? 1 ho! 
haſt begotees, Child! on «lr thow 1108 1 
cut their Thioats. aud 10humaaly Buth 
cher them, who may ia tine briun Hog 
nour to their Cuntr., Glory vo Godg 
Help and Furtutrance t his Church 
Go to th. eg re, weak Man, frech 
conteh+ thy fault, and help all th. 
Miſcries. 

Thus did the Cares of this World 


and the Deceittulueſs of Riches choc 
the good Seed that was tormerly fowny 
So, as fearing, he taints, and yields un 
| to the Alluremenis of this World: b and 

eiue 


3 
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being thus blinded, he goes to the Le- 
Be-te ai Venice, and ſalutes him with this 
A News, 


; | | by” 
| Having for theſe di vers Tears entertarn'd 
Jan Opinion conce ning ſome Articles of Faith 
contrary to the Orthodox, and receiv'd 

I | ; 3 
Judgment of the Church, and utter a mary 


„gs againſt the Authority of the Church 

| _ of Ro —é 40 the ee e I bum- 
7 bly acknowledge my Fault and Error, and 
n Foly in miſleading others; Ithereſore 
* yield my ſelf in all Obedience to the ſupream 

8 "Y Biſhop of the Church of Reine, never to de- 


rie | part again from the Traditions and Decrees 

1 of the holy See; I am heartily ſorry for 
what is pat, and I humbly beg Pardon for 
o great an Offence. 


- | The Legate perceiving Spira to faint, 

he purſues to the utmoſt ; he cauſes a 
Recitztion cf all his Errors to be drawn 
5, (28 Writing, together with the Confelſi- 
Ion annexed io it, ard commends Spira 
rig to fublcribe his Name thereto, which 
0% | accordingly he did; then the Legale 
un! | <2mmands him to return do his own 
= Tow u, and there to declare this Conf. ſ- 
and ſion of his, and to acknowledge the «hole 
ine . Doctrine 


ͤä„ää— 


| 
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ers, as Falſe and Heretical. 


but who bounds the Iſſues thereof ? J 
Spira having once loſt Footing, goes 


ner: 


© Whither gueſt thou? Haſt thou un: 
|* bappy Man, given by Hand Wririop 


DoEtriue of the Church of Rome to be 
Holy aud True, and to abjure the Opi- 
nions of Luther, and other ſuch Teach. 


down amaiu, he cannot ſtay, nor gain- 
ſay the Legate, but promiſeth to accom-| # 
pliſh his whole Will and Pleaſure, He 
ſoon addreſſeth himſelf for his Journey, 
and beiug onward in the Way, betbinks : 
himſelf of the large Spoils he had 
brought away, from the Conflict with 
the Legate; what glorious Teſt imony 
he had given of his great Faith and 
Conſtancy in Chriſt's Cauſe, and to be 
plain, how impioufly he bad deny'd|* 
Chriſt, and his Goſpel at Venice; and 
what he promis'd to do farther in his 
own Country. And thus partly sich 
Fear, and partly with Shame, being 
Confounded, he thought he heard 2 
Voice ſpeaking unco him in this man- 


© Spira ! What do'ſt thou here? 


to the Leg ate at Venice 2? Yes ſee 
* thor 


| 
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(4 
4 
C 
: ble than eternal Wrath is dreadful ? 
[4 


thou doſt not Seal it in thine own 
Country. Doſt thou, indeed, think 
eternal Life ſo mean, as that thou pre» 
" ferreſt this preſent Life before it ? 
* Doſt thou well in preferring Wife and 
© Children before Chriſt ? Is the win- 


dy Applauſe of the People better, in- 


4 2 
LO — * 

Fg 
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A 
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deed, than the Glory of God ? And 
the Profeſſion of this World's Good, 
more dear to thee than the Salvation 
of thine own Soul ? Is the ſmall uſe 
of a Moment of Time, more deſirea- 


Think with thy ſelf, what Chriſt did 
endure for thy ſake; Is it not equal 
thou ſhould'ſt ſuffer ſomewhat for 
bim ? Remember; Man, that the 
Sufferings of this preſent Life, are not 
comparable to the Glory that ſhall be 
reveal'd. If thou Suffereſt with him, 

C © than 


1 
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thou ſhalt alſo Reign with him, Thou 
* canſt not Anſwer for what thon haſt | pi 
already done; nevertheleſs the Gate Ih. 
© of Mercy is not quite ſnut. Take fr 
heed that thou heapeſt not Sin upon gt 
Sin, leſt thou Repent when it be too at 
late. co 


* 


=. 


Now was Spira in the Wilderneſs of fo 
Doubt, not knowing which Way to O 
turn him, nor what to do; yet being Jl: 
arriv'd in his own Country, and among th 
his Friends, conſidering what he had wl 
done, and what he had farther promis'd vo 
to do,; and how the Terror of God on In 
the one ſide, and the Terror of this en 
World on the other, did continually in 
Rack him; and therefore he deſir'd | 
their Advice in ſo doubtful a Caſe, His Han 


Friends, upon ſmall Deliberation, ap- 8 


ſwer'd, That it was requiſite he ſnould mi. 
take heed that he did not in any wiſe me 
betray his Wife and Children, and al! all 
his Friends into Danger ; ſeeing, that me. 
by ſo ſmall a Matter as the reciting of the 
a hitle Schedule, which might be done Pri. 
in leſs Space than half an Hour, he / 
might both free himſelf from preſen: Nes 
Danger, and preſerve many that d-- £*ny 

| pend | beit 
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1 pend upon him; adding moreover, that 
ebe could get no Credit in relenting 
A from thas which he had already in the 
oY greateſt part, forin'd before the Legate 
oa Venice ;, and that in the perfect Ac- 
compliſhing thereof, litile or no Diſere- 
dit could ariſe, more than what by the 
| foriner Action he had already ſuſtain'd. 
On the other ſide, if he did not perform 
Tl his Prowiſe to the Legate, he could nei- 
4 ther diſcharge himſelf of the Shame 
d which he bed already incurr'd, nor a- 
"q | void far more heavy and inſupportable 
>n |Qlojuries, than probabjy he ſhould have 
is Hendur'd, if he had perſiſted W 
in his former Opinions. 

This was the laſt Blow of the Battle, 
lis Hand Spir4 utterly overcome, goes to the 
o- Prator, and proffers to perform his Pro- 
16 {miſe made to the Legate, who, in the 
iſe [mean time, had taken order to have 
al Yall things ready, and had ſent the Inſtru- 
hat ment of Ahjuration Signed by Spira, to 
of the Pretor, by the Hands of a certain 
ne (Prieſt. 

hell All that Night the miſerable Man 
ent Mears out with reſtlels Cares, without 
d.- Iny Minute of Reſt; the next Morning 
end being come, he gets up, and being rea- 
: C 2 dy, 


n 
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recites that infamous Abjuration Word 
done, he was Fined at Thirty Pieces of 


whereof were given to the Prieſt that 


chariſt in. Then was he ſent Home; 


Wife, and Children. No ſooner was 
he departed, but he thought he heard a 
direful Voice ſaying to him ; | 


© Thou wicked Wretch, thou haſt 
Denied me, thou haſt Renounced the 
Covenant of thy Obgdience ; thou 
* haſt broken thy Vow, heace Apoſtate, 
* bear with thee, the Sentence of thy 
* eternal Damnation 


Trembling and quaking in Body and 


Mind, he fell down in a Swoon : Relic 
| | Was 


dy, deſperately enters into the publick |? 
Congregation, where Maſs being fini-|} 
ſhed, in the preſence of Friends and E- 
Inemies, and of the whole Aſſembly, be- 
ing by Eſtimation, near Two Thouſand |5 
People; yea, and of Heaven it ſelf, he 


for Word, as it was written, It being 
Gold, which he preſently paid; Five 
| brought the Abjuration, the other Five- [0 
lend. Twenty were employ'd towards 


the making of a Shrine to put the Eu-|! 


and reſtored to his Dignities, Goods, 
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1 
vas at hand for the Body, but fiom that 
imme forward, he never found any Peace 
or Eaſe of Mind, but continuing in un- 


[was Capiivated under the revenging, 


I | continvally that fearful Sentence of 
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ceſſant Torments, he proteſted that he | 


Hand of the Great God; that he heard 
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- ODS 
' * 


— - 
7 


„ 


Chriſt, that juſt Judge, that he knew he 
was utterly undone ; that he could nei- 
ther Hope for Grace, nor Chriſt's In- 
terceſſion with God the Father in his 
behalf. Thus wos his Fault ever heavy 
on his Heart, and his Judgment ever 


| 


before his Eyes. 

Now began ſome of his Friends to 
repent, too late, of their raſh Counſel ; 
others, not looking ſo high as the juſt 
Judgment of God, laid all the Blame on 
lis melancholly Conſtitution ; that ov- 


| 
| 


er-ſhadowing his Judgment, wrought in 
3 big 


bd * — 


** 


Ibis Diſeaſe, and ſome private Confe- 
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him a kind of Madneſs. Evr'y one Cen- | 


ſur'd as his Fancy led him; yet for Re- 
medy all agreed ia this, To uſe both the 
wholſome Help of Phyſicians, and the 
pions Advice of Divines; and there- 
fore thought it fit to convey him to Pa- 
dua, an Univerſity of Note, where plen- 
Fo all manner of Means was to be 
ad. 

This they accordingly did, both with 
his Wife, Children, and whole Family; 
others alſo of his Friends accompanying |? 
him: And being arrived at the Houſe 
of one James Ardin, in St. Leonard's Pa- 
riſh, they ſent for Three eminent Phy- 
ſicians, who upon due Obſervation of 
che Effects, and of other Symptoms of 


1 * 8 
Ss IA * - 3 
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rence one with another amongſt them 
ſelves, return'd this Anſwer : Thai 
they could not diſcern that his Body 
was affliged with any Danger, or Di- 
ſemper originally from it ſelf, by rea- 
ſon of the over-ruling of any Humour; 
but that this Malady of his, did ariſe 
from ſome Grief or Paſſion of his Mind, . 
which being over-burden'd, did ſo op- 
preſs the Spirits, as they wanted free 
Paſſage; ſtirr'd up many ill Humours, 
where- 
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whereof the Body of Man is full; and 
cheſe aſcending up into the Brain, trou- 
bled the Fancy, ſhadowed the Seat of 
Judgment, and ſo corrupted it. This 
was the ſtate of his Diſeaſe, and that 
outwardPart that was viſible to the Eye 
of Nature; this they endeavour'd to re- 
form by Purgation, either to conſume, 
or at leaſt divert the Courſe of thoſe 
Humours from the Brain : But all 
their Skill effected nothing; which Spi- 
ranoting, ſaid, 

Alas, poor Men! how far wide are 
you? Do you think, that this Dif» 
* eaſe is to be cured by Potions ? Be- 
* lieve me, there muſt be another man- 
* nerof Medicine; it is neither Plaſter, 
* nor Drugs, that can help a fainting 


Soul, caſt down with the Senſe of 


Sin, and Wrath of God; 'tis only 


IE Chriſt that muſt be the Phyſician, and 


* the Goſpel the Soul's Antidote. 

The Phylicians eaſily believed him; 
after they had underſtood the whole 
Truth of the matter, and therefore they 


| | wiſhed him to ſeck ſome ſpiritual Com- 


fort. - 
By this time, the Fame of this Man 
was ſpread all over Padua, and the 


5 . 


| 
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neighbouring « Country ; partly, becauſe 
as the Diſeaſe, ſo the Occaſion was par- 


theſe Paulus Vergerins, Biſhop of Juſtino- 


[ticularly Remarkable : For this was 
not done in a Corner; ſo as Daily there 
came Multitudes of all ſorts to ſee him; 
ſome ont of Curioſity, only to ſee and 
Diſcourſe ; ſome out of a pious Deſire |; 
to try all Means that might reduce him 
to Comfort again; or at leaſt, ro Bene- 
fit themſelves by a Spectacle of Miſery, |! 
and of the Juſtice of God. Amongſt 


pole, and Matthens Gribauldus, deſerve | 
eſpecially to be named, as the moſt prin- | 
cipal Labourers for this Man's Comfort, | Z 
They find him now about Pifty Years of | 7 
Age, neither affected wich the Dotage 
of Old Age, nor with the unconſtant | | 
head · ſtroug Paſſion of Youth, but in the 
Strength of his Experience and judg- 
ment; In a burniag Heat, calling excel- | | 
ſively for Drink; yet his Underſtand-| } 


ing active, quick of Apprehenſion, wit- 
ty in Diſcourſe, above his ordinary man- 


Friends labour'd with him by all tair 
Means to receive Nouriſhment, which 
he obſtinately gain-ſaying, they forci- 
bly infuſed ſome liquid Suſtenance into 


ner, and judiciouſl; Oppoſite. His, 
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A the beſt. to thoſe that love God, ſo 
to the Wicked all are contrary : For 
„ whereas a plentiful Offspring is the 
2]* Bleſſing of God, and his Reward, be- 
J ing a Stay to the weak Eſtate of their 
aged Parents, to me they are a Curſe 
of Bitterneſs and Vexation ; they do 
J « would fain beat an end: O that ! 
were gone from hence ! that ſome Bo- 
dy would let out this weary Soul! 


bis Mouth (moſt of which he ſpit out a- 
gain, exceedingly chafing) and in this 
A fretting Mood of his faid, | 
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As it is true, that all things work for 


+ ſtrive to make me tire out this; | 


— 
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him, What he conceive) to be the 
2 i Cauſe of his Diſeaſe ? At which he 
broke out into a lamentable Diſcourſe 
ſof the Paſſages formerly related, and 
that with ſuch paſſionate Elocution, 25 
[ſ[cauſed many to Weep, and moſt to 


His Friends ſaluted him, and asked 


Tremble. They contrarily to Comfort 
him, propounded many of God's Pro- 
miſes recorded in the Scripture, and ma- | 
ny Examples of God's Mercy. | 

My Sin (ſaid he) # greater than the 
Mercy of God, 


C5 Nay, 


— | 
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all Men to be Saved. 


not ſuffer me to Hope. 


[ have no Faith, no Truſt, no Hope. Tam 


ing away all Hope of Mercy fell into Dif- 
pair; and my Friends do we great Wrong, 
that they ſuffer me not to go to the Place o 
Unbelievers, as I juſtly deſerve; 

Here they began ſharply to Rebuke 
him; requiring and charging him, that 
in any wife he did not violate the Mer- 
cy of God. To which he anſwer'd, 
the Aercy of Ged is exceeding large, and 
ſeocterias to all the Elect, but not to we, o: 
1 9 


* 


Nay, ( anſwer'd they ) the Mercy of 
God is above all Sin; God would have 


It's true, (quoth he) He would have a 
that he bath Elected to be Saved; he would 
not have damned Reprobates to be Saved 
I am one of that Number, I know it; for I\% | at 
willingly, and againſt my Knowledge, denied 

Chrit, and I feel that he Hardens, and will || 


After ſome Silence, one ask'd him, 
Whether he did not believe that Do- 
arine to be true, for which he was Ac- |! 
cus'd before the Legate ? He anſwer'd, 
| / aid Believe it, when I Deny it; but] 
n»w neither Believe that, nor the Doctrin] 
of the Roman Church : I Believe nothing. 


4 Reprobate, like Cain, or Judas, who caſt- 
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of | any like to me, who are Scales up to Wrath. 
ve tell you I deſerve it; my own Conſcience 
* | Condemns me, what needs any other Judge? 
4 Chriſt came (ſay they) to take away 
u | Sin, Rom. 2. 5. And calling for a Book, 
they read unto him the Paſſion of Chriſt, 
I |and coming to his Nailing to the Croſs, 
ed | Spira ſaid, Thu indeed is Cmſortable to 
i ſach as are Elected; but as for me, Wretch, 
they are nothing but Grief and Torment, be- 
n, cauſe I contemn d them 
obus roating for Grief, and toſſing 
c- | bimſelf up and down the Bed as he lay, 
d, | he entreated them to Read no more. 
at || As Gribauldus was coming to ſee him, 
in Vergerius ſaid to Spira, Dear Sir, here 
g.18 | is Dr. Cribauldus, a Godly and Faithful 
Friend of yours, come to ſee you. He 
- {is Welcome, ſaid he, but he ſhall fi- d 
me lll. Gribauldw replied, Sir, this is 
2 but an Illuſion of the Devil, who doth 
0) | hat he can to Vex you; but turn you 
to God with your whole Heart, and he 
eis ready to ſhew you Mercy; the Lord 
1 | you know is full of Mercy, it is he thi: 
- | hath ſaid, That as often as a Sinner ſhall 
J. repent of his Sin, be will remember his Sin 
ally no more. Conſider this in the Example 
of Peter, that was Chriſt's Familiar and 
211 Apoſtle, 


Apoſtle, who Denied him Thrice, and 
for all that, did not God graciouſly Re- 
ſpect him in the laſt Minute of his Life? 


Is the Lord's Hand now ſhorined, that | | 


it cannot ſave ? 
To this Spira anſwer'd, If Peter 
* Grieved and Repented, it was becauſe 


* Chriſt beheld bim with a merciful ' | 


Eye, and in that he was Pardon'd , it 
* was not becauſe he Wept, but be- 
* cauſe God was gracious to him. But 
God reſpeQs not me, and therefore 
* lam a Reprobate. I feel no Comfort 
can enter into my Heart; there's only 
© place there for Torments and Vex- 
* ings of Spirit; I tell you, my Caſe is 
properly mine own ; no Man was ev-| 


© er in the like Condition, and there: | | 


© fore my State is fearful. 


Thea roaring out ia the Bitterneſs of | 


his Spirit, ſaid, 7r's 4 fearful thing to fall 


into the Hands of the Living God ! The 


Violence of his Paſſion, and Action ſuit- 
able, did amaze many of the Behold- 
ers; infomuch as ſome of them ſaid, 
with whiſpering Voices, that he was 
Poſſeſs'd. Heover-hearing it, ſaid, Do 
you doubt it? I have a whole Legion 
of Devils which take up their Dwelling 

in 


> | 
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long you Confeſs'd him, acknowled 
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ia me, and poſſeſs me as their own; 
and juſtly too, for I have denied Chriſt. 
Did you it Willingly, er not ? ſaid they. 
That's nothing to the purpoſe, (/aid 
Svira) Chriſt ſaith, Whoſoever denies 
Me before Men, him will I deny before 


| | my Father which is in Heaven. Chriſt 
| will not de denied, no not in a Word, 


and therefore it is enough, though in 
Heart I never denied him. 
They obſerving his Diſtemper ariſe| 


from the Senſe ard Horror of the Pains 


of Hell, ask'd him, If he thought there 
were worſe Pains than what he endur'd 
for the preſent, he ſaid, That he knew 


there were far worſe Pains than thoſe 
= [he then ſuffer'd ; For the Wicked ſhal 
[riſe to their Judgment, but they ſhall not 


ſtand in Fuagment, Pſal. 1. This I trem- 


| [ble to think ; yet I do deſire nothing more 


than that I might come to that Flace where 
I may be ſure to feel the wor, and to be 
freed from Fear of Worſe to come. 

Ay, but you are to Conſider ( /aid 
one) that thoſe Opinions, for which 
you were accus'd before the Legate, 
were Impious, and therefore you are not 
to think you denied Chriſt, but rather 
ging 

the 
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the Infallible Truth of the Cat hol ick 
Church. Truly, ſaid he, when I did 


to be true, and yet I did deny them. 
Go now theo, /a:d others, and Believe 
that they are true. Now I cannot ( ſais 
he ) God will not ſuffer me to Believe 
them, nor Truſt in his Mercy; What 
would you have me to do ? I would 


it. But, why do you (id the other ) 
eſteem this ſo great a Sin, when as the 
learned Legate conſtrain'd you to it 
which ſurely he would not have done, 
if your forwer Opinions be not Erro- 
nious? No, good Francis, the Devil 
beſets thee ; let not the Grievouſneſs of 
any Sin (if any ſuch be) amaze thee. 
You ſay right, (ſaid Spira) the Devil 
bath poſſeſs'a me, and God hath Jett 
me to his Power; for l find 1 can nei. 
ther Believe the Goſpel, nor Truſt in 
(God's Mercy; J have ſinned againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, and God by his immuta- 
ble Decice hath baund me over to 
perpetual Puniſhment, without any 
Hopes of Pardon. It's true, that the 
Greatneſs of Sins, not the Multitud- 


deny thoſe Opinions, I did think them 


fain attain to this Power, but cannot, 
tho? I ſhould preſently be Burn'd for 


of 
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of them, bind not God's Mercy; all 
dJ . thoſe Sins that in the former part of 
n| my Life 1 have committed, then did 
not ſo much Trouble me; for I truſt- 
|| |ed God would not lay them to my 
„Charge: Now, having Sinn'd againſt 
el | | the Holy Ghoſt, God hath taken away 
from me all Power of Repentance, and 
4] | | brings all my Sins ro Remembrance; 
and Guilty of One, Guilty of All. And 
r| 3 therefore it is no matter whether my | 
)] 3 Sins be great or ſmall, few or many; 
they be ſuch as Chriſt's Blood, nor 
ö God's Mercy belongs not to me- God 
| | mill have Mercy on whom be will have 
hy | Mercy, and whom he will he Hardneth. 
l This is it that gnaws my Heart, he 


f hath Hardned me; and I find that he 
daily more and more doch Harden me; 
and therefore I am out of Hope; I ſeel| 
1 it, therefore cannot but Deſpair, I tell 
7 | you, there was never ſich a Monſter as 
n Jan; never was any Man alive, ſuch a 


6 spectacle of exceeding, Miſery. I know 


-| | that Juſtification is io be expected by 
o| | | Chriſt, and 1 denied and abjured i:, to 
y the end | wight keep this rail { ifs! 
e 
0 


fre m Adverſity, and my Children from 
Povart,, aud now behold, how Bitter 
| this 


1 
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this Life is to me ! and God only knows 
what ſhall become of this my Family; 
but ſure no Gord is like to b<tide it; 
but Worſe 3nd Worſe, and ſich a Ruin 
at length, as one Stone ſhall not be left 
upon auother. 

But why ſhould you (f1id Gribauldus) 
concei? io deeply of your Sin, ſeeing 
you cannot but know, that many have 
Denied Chriſt, yet never fell into De- 
ſpair ? 


Comfort for ſuch; neither can I warrant 
them from God's reverging Hand, or that 
he will yet ſuſſer ſuch to be in Peace; and 
' beſides, there will a Time of Danger come, 
and they ſhall be thoroughly Tried; and if 
it were not ſo, yet God is Juſt in making me 
an Example to others, and I cannot juſtly 
Complain ;, there is no Puniſhment ſe great, 
but I have deſerved it, for this ſo heinous 
Offence : I «ſure you, it is no ſmall matter 
to Deny Curiſt, and yet it is more ordinary 
than commonly Men do conceive of 5 It 
is not a Denial made before a Magiſtrate, 
as it is with me; or as oft as a Chriſtian 
goth Diſſemble the known Truth, as often as 
he approves of Falſe Worſhip, by preſenting 
turnſelf at 113 /o often as he doth not thing 


| 


worthy 


Wel, (faid he) I can ſee no Ground of : 
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| worthy of his Calling, ſo often be Denies 


Chriſt. Thus did I, and therefore am juſtly 
| Puniſhed for it. 

Your Eſtate (quoth Gribauldus) is not 
ſo ſtrange as you make it : Job was ſo 
far gone, that he complained God had 


| ſet him as a Mark againſt him; and 
David that was a Man atter God's own 
Heart, complained often that God had 
2 i forſaken him, and was become his Ene- 
my; yet both received Comfort again. 


Comfort your ſelf, therefore, God 


u ill come at lengib, though he ſeem a- 
4 far off. 
O Brother (anſwer'd Sp:ra2 I Believe 


all this; the Devils Believe and Trem- 


ble: But David was ever Elected, and 


dearly-beloved of God; aud though he] 
fell, yet God took not utterly away his 


Holy Spirit, and therefore was hear d 


when he prayed, Lord, take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me But I am in another 
Caſe, being ever Accurſed from the 
Preſence of God; neither can I Pray as 
he did, becauſe bis Holy Spirit is quite 
gone, and caunot be recall'd, and there- 
fore I know 1 ſhall live in continued 
Hardneſs fo long as I live, Oh! that 


| might feel but the leaft Senſe of the 


Love 
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ſmall Moment, as I now feel his heavy 
Wrath, that burns like Torments of 
Hell withia me, and afflicts my Conſci- 
ence with Pangs unutierable. Verily 
Deſperation is Hel} it ſelf ! 

Here Gribauldus ſaid, I do verily be- 


| lieve, Spira, that God having fo ſevere- 
ly Chaſtiſed you in this Life, Correct. 


eth you in Mercy here, that he may 
ſpare you hereafter, and that he hath 


Mercy ſealed up for you in Time to 


COINS. 


Nay, ſ id Spir a, hence do I know that || 
I am a Reprobare, becauſe he afflicteth || 
me with Hardneſs of Heart. O that]! 
my Body bad fuffir:d all my Life long, |þ 
ſo that he would bc pleas'd to releaſe 


my Soul, and eaſe my Conſcience, this 
burthen'd Conſcience ! 
Gribauldus beiug willing to eaſe his 


Mind trom the continual Meditation of | | 


his Sins; as alſo to tound how for the 
the preſent he ſtood affected to the Ro- 
ſh Church, ask'd him what he thought 


became of the Souls ot Men, ſo fron as 
they departed out of the Body ? To 


which be anſvierd 


Cove of Goa to me, though but for one] 


Although 
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Although this be not 1o fuliy reveal- 
ed in Scripture, yet I verily delieve that 
the Souls of the EleQ go preſeatly to 


.0f the Kingdom of Glory, and not that 
ily they Sleep in the Body, as ſome do 


imagine. 

ba Very well, (ſaid one of the Specta- 
tors) why do the Scriptures then lay, 

| Sam. . 9. that God brings down 10 

| | | Hell, and raiſeth up, ſceing it cannot be 

1 4 meant of the State of the Soul after 

Death, which, as thou ſay'ſt, either go- 


10 eth 10 Heaven without Chinge, or in | 
of | | Hell without Redemption, it muſt be 


th if underſtood of the State of the Soul in 
| [this Life, like that wherein thou art at 


„ || [this preſent ; and often-times we ſee 
— | [that God ſuffers Men to fall into the 
is Jaws of Deſpair, and yet raiſeth them 


up again; and therefore Deipair not, 
but Hope; it ſhall be even thus with 
»f | thee, in his good time. 

This is the Work, ( quoth Syira) this 
ſis the Labour! For I tell you, when [] 
tat Venice did firſt abjure my Profeſiion, 
and fo, as it were, drew an ludenture. 
the Spirit of God often ad moniſhed me, 
and when at Citadella, 1 did, as it were. 
h "= my Seal, the Spirit of God often 
| Sug- i 
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Suggeſted to me, Do not Write, Spiral 
Do not Seal! Yet reſiſted I the Holy || by 

ae | {ur 
ſer 


i... 


Ghoſt, and did both; and at that very Hm 
| preſent, I did evidently feel a Wound na 
in my very Will; ſo altho* I can ſay. 
I would Believe, yet I cannot ſay, I will tal 
Believe. God hath denied me the m. 
Power of Will, and it befal's me in this th 
my State, as with one that is faſt in I-II th 
rons, and his Friends coming to ſee || 
him, do pity his State, and perſuad e F 
him to ſhake o F his Fetters, and come 
out of his Bonds, which, God knows, 
he would fain do, but cannot. This 
is my very caſe; you perſuade me to 
Believe, how fain would I do it, but 
cannot, O now I cannot ! = 
Then violently graſping his Hands 
together, and. railing bimſelf up, 
1 Be- Idi 


| 1 11 


a Behold, ( ſaith he.) Iam Strong, yet 
ly i by little and little 1 Decay and Con- 


* 


F 
S 
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ſume; and my Servants wou'd fain pre 
ſerve this weary Life, but at length the 


| Will of God muſt be done, and I ſhall 
| periſh miſerably, as I deſerve. Rejoice 


ye Righteous in the Lord, bleſſed are 
you whoſe Hearts the Lord hath molli- 
fed. 
Then after ſome Pauſe, he went on 
| earneſtly defireto Pray to God with 


my Heart, yet I cannot zl ſee my Dam- 
nation, and I know my Remedy is only 


Via Chriſt, yet I cannot ſet my ſelf to 


iake hold on it. Such are the Puniſh- 

ments of the Damned, they repent of 

their Loſs of Heaven, they cannot mend 
their Ways. 


As he was thus ſpeaking, he obſerved 
divers Flies that came about bim, and 


lighted, 
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18 ed on bim; Behold, ſaid he, now 
iſo Belzebub comes to bis Banquet; you | 
alt ſhoptly fee my End; and in me, an 


nen vo God. 


Ops ( with eivers Schol:rs of the Uni. 
erlity ) one of them Paulus Vergerius, 


her, be ing continually Converſane with 
aim, told rim That his State was ſuch. 


r a conſented, and he began. 


U Our Father which art in Heaven, J 


Grief is a good sign 


not call ts him from my Heart, as I was 
wont to c. — 


Yec le. us go on, ſaid Fergerius. 


a, 


— * f 5 
L 7% King dom Come. | 


Ea ample to mn ny, of the Juſtice and Juag- 


About this Time came in Two Biſh- 
having obſerv'd Spira more than any o- 


as rather ſtood in need of Prayer than 
Advice; and thetefore delir'd him to ſj 
P:ay with him in the Lord's Prayer :|| 


Then breaking forth into Tears, he 
ift2p'd, but they ſaid, It is well, your 


| bewajl, ſard H, my Miſery, for 1 
perceive Iam fortf.ken of God, and can- 


— 


af oy —— 


O | 


O Lord, faid Spire, bring r me alſo in- 


Ito this Kingdom ; { beicech Thee ſhut 


me not our. 
L Give us this Day our daily Bread.) 
O Lord, added he, I have enough, and 


ſebundance to feed this Carcaſs of mire, 
but there is another Bread; I humbly 
beg the Bread of thy Grace, without 


which, I know I am but a dead Man. 
| Lead us not into Temptation. |] 


Seeing, Lord. that I am brought 


into Temptation, help me, Lord, that 


41 may eſcape; the Enemy h4tt over- 


come, help me, I beſeech thee, to over- 


come this cruel Tyrants 


Theſethings he ſpake with a moury-' 


ful Voice, the Tears trickling down a- 
Tbundaitly , and expreſſiug ſuch Affe. 
Ition and P-ſfion, as turncd the Bowels 
of thoſe there preſent With Gricf and 
Compu ctionu. 

They then turning to 5 5p; a, ſaid, You 
Eno that none can ce! i Chrit Jc us, 
the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt: Yeu 


Mmult 


. 
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muſt therefore think of your ſelf, ac-|if 
cording to that foft Affection, which|$r 
you expreſs in your Prayers, infer- I 
ring thereby, that God hath not wholly se 
caſt you off, or bereav'd you of his 81 
Spiriz utterly. ca 
I perceive ( ſaid S7ira ) that I call to M 
kim to my eternal Damnation; for fra 
tell you again, it is a new and unheard!|}j to 
of Example, that you find in me. Idi. 
If Judas, ſaid they, had but out lived us, 
his Days, which by Nature he mighiſ me 
have done, he might have Repented ,, 
and Chriſt would have received him to wc 
Mercy, and yet he Sinned moſt grie - 
vouſly againſt his Maſter, which did ſo'lI fes 
eſteem him, as to Honour him with the tin 
Dignity of an Apoſtle, and did main- the 
tain and feed him. Ch 
He anſwer d, Chriſt did alſo Feed and hin 
Honour me, neither yet is my Fault one ſwe 
jot leſs than that of his, becauſe ir is no the 
more Honour to be perſonally pre ſeni tha 
with Chriſt in the Fleſh, than to be in felt 
his Preſence by Illumination of his Holy is 
Spirit. Beſides, I deny that ever Judas his 
could have Repented how long ſoever Par 
he had liv'd ; for Grace was quite taken] « 
from him, as it is now with me. Pau. 
| O 


"PINE — 
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3 J 
OO Spira, ſaid they, you know you 
are in a Spiritual Deſertion, ycu muſt 
therefore not believe what Satan fug- 
geſts; he was ever a Liar from the Be- 
is eianing, and a meer Impoſtor and will 
caſt a Thouſand Lying Fancies into your 
Mind, to beguile you withal ; you muſt 
rather believe thoſe whom you judge 
dl io be in a good State, and more able to] 
A diſcern of you than your ſelf : Believe 
ed Ius, and we tell you, That God will be 
hill merciful unto you. | 
d, There is the Rnot (ſaid Spira) 
to | would I could Believe, but I cannot. 
je- Then he began to reckon up what 
ſol fearful Dreams and Viſions he was con- 
he tinually troubled withal ; that he faw 
in-Jihe Devils come flocking into the 
Chamber and about his Bed, Terrifying; 

ind him with ſtraoge Noiſes ; that thole 
one were not Fancies, but that he knew 
no them as really as the Standers by. And 
ſeni chat beſides theſe gut ward Terrors, he 
e inlfelt continually a racking Torture ia 
lolyF'is Mind, and a continual Butchery of 
das his Conſcience, being the very proper 
ever Panęs of the Damned Wights in Hell. 
ken] Caſt away theſe Fancies ( ſaid Gri- 
Pauldus; theſe are bus Illuſions, Hum. 

2 RET 


n. 


0 


| 


— 


| 36 4 Relation of the Fearſul 


ble your ſelf in the Preſence of God, » 
and praiſe him. — Re 
* The Dead praiſe not the Lord, u 
(anſwer' be) nor they that go down 1 
* 19to the Pit. We that zre drowned . 
in Deſpair, are dead, and already ||} 
gone Gown into the Pit: What Hell IE 
can be worſe than Deſperation, or fa. 
what greater Punihment ? The c 
gnawing Worm, unquenchable Fire, w: 
Horror, Confuſion, and ( which is th. 
. worſe than all) Deſperation it ſelf, 
continually tortures me; and now I in 
count my prefent State worſe than it cel 
my Soul ſeparated from my Body, ſed. 
were with Judas, and the reſt of the ſibe 
* Damned, and therefore now deſire} tio 
* rather to be there, than to live in the the 
F Body. þ nd 

Ore being preſent, repeated certain tuo 
Words of the Pſalms, If thy Children DIS f 
forſake the Law, and walk not in my Juag Pod 
ments, I will viſit their Tranſgreſſions withiqo) 


K Q G MM M K s 


| 
| 


Rods, and their Iniquity with Stripes; ne-Fhair 
vertheleſs my loving Kindneſs I will not ut * 

terly take from them, nor ſufjer my Faith. the 
fulneſs to fail. Mark this, O Spira, A do 
Covenant I will not break. W 


Theſe Promiſes (ſaid Spira) belong to 


on 
. 
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„only to the Elect, which if Tempted, 
may fall into Sin, but are again lifted | 
| up, and recover'd out, as the Prophet 
n[iaicth 5 Though he fall, be ſhall not be utterly} 
diflca/t down; jor the Lord upholdeth him; 
y [therefore Peter could riſe, for he was 
NWIFEltecd ; but the Reprobates when they | 
;r ſi fall, cannot riſe again, as appears in 
ie Cain, Saul, and Judas. God deals one 
e, way with the Elect, and another with 
is the Reprobates. 
If, The next Day he Prayed with them 
Ilia tbe Lr Toigue, and that with ex- 
it cellent Affection, as outwardly appear- 
y, ed. Bleſſed be God, (ſaid Vergerius) 
he tbeſe are no Signs of Eternal Reproba- 
ire tion, you muſt bot O ESprra, ſeek out 
he tbe ſecret Counſels of God's Election 
Jand Reprobation ; for no Man can 
aingknow, fo long as he lives, whether by 
renſſtis good or bad Deeds, he be worthy of 


ag-Pod's Love or Anger. Do you noi“ 


vitiRnow, that the Prophet David com- 
ne-Þplained, that God had caſt off his Soul? 
ut} *© I know all this. quoth Spira, I know 
ith-F the Mercies of God are infinite, and 
Ado ſurpaſs the Sins of the whole 

World, and that they are effectual 
ong to all that believe; but this Faith, 
onl Hs D 2 and 


— 


\* and this Hope is the Gift of God: 
O that he would give it me! But 
* it is as impoſſible, as to drink up the 
* Seaat a Draught: As for that of 


* which I feel by woful Experience, 
* he would never have ſpoken as he 
* did ; but the Truth is, never had 
Mortal Man ſuch an evident Expe- 
© rience of God's Anger and Hatred 
© againſt him as I have: You that 
J“ are in a good State, think Repen- 
!* tance and Faith to be a work of great 
Facility: And therefore you think 
© it an eaſy matter to perſuade Men 
© to believe ; The Whole need not 
thePhy ſician; and he that is Well, can 
ſoon give Counſel to ſuch as are Ill; 
but this is the Hell to me; my Heart 


A 


> - K & 


ars called, but few are choſen. 
Upon what Ground (ſaid they) do 

you conceive ſo ill aa Opinion of your 
ſelf ? 

© | once did know God to be my 
* Father, not only by Creation, but by 
Regeneration; 1 knew him by his 
© beloved Son, the Author and Finiſh- 


© er of our Salvation; I could pray to 
! © him 


— — 
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© Solomon, if he had ever taſted that|f 


* ww 


is hardned , I cannot believe; many 


Y 


T 


= a 


It. 
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him and Hope for Pardon of Siu from 
him, I had a Taſte of his Sweetneſs, 
Peace and Comfort; now contrarily, 1 
© know God not as a Father, but as 
„an Enemy: What more? My Heart 


. hates God, and ſeeks to get above 
d him. I have nothing elſe to fly to, 
e. but Terror and Deſpair. 

d Belike you think, then (ſaid they) 
u that thoſe that have the Earneſt and 


firſt Fruits of Ged's Spirit maynotwith- 
ſtanding fall away. 
* The Judgments of God are a deep 4 
* Abyſs, faid he, we are ſoon Drown- 
Ded if we enter into them; he that 
J! thinketh he ſtandeth, let him take 
© heed leaſt he fall; as for my ſelf ! 
kaow I am fallen back, and that 1 
once did know the Truth, though It 
may not be ſo thoroughly; I know 
not what to ſay, but that | am one 
of that Number which God hath 
threatned to tcar ia Pieces. .F 
Say not fo, anſwer'd they, for God| $f} 
may come, though at the laſt Hour ; 
keep hold therefore at the Laſt by 
Hope. | 
* This quoth he, is my Caſe; I tell 
* you, I cannot God; bath Deprivedf 
Dag: EOS 


A 


a a © = 
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me of Hope; this brings Terror to 
* my Mind, and pines this Body which 
© now is ſo Weak, as it cannot per. 


form the ſeveral Offices thereof 
For as the Zlect have the Spirit teſ-| 
\« tifying that they ars the Sons of|þ 
God; ſo the Reprobates, even while | 


they do live, do often feel a Worm 
in their Conſcience, whereby they 


fore as I perceived this Wound in- 


"Grace, and that I was utterly un- 
done, God chaiteneth his Children 


they may come as Gold out of the 
Fire; but pnniſheth the Wicked 


ings, and Hardneſs of Heart, and 
Woe be to ſuch, from whom God 
takes his Holy Spirit. 

Here one Rebuked him, and told 
him he gave too much credit to Senſe 
that- he was not to believe himſelf, 
but rather him that was in good E- 
ſtare, and 1 teſtifie unto you (laid he) 
that God will be merciful to you. 

* Nay, anſwer'd he, again, Becauſe 1 


KR K „ _____ K „ „ „„ „„ „ „ „ 


© am in this ill State, therefore can I 


are condemned already : And there- 


without temporary Aſliictions, that | 


with Blinduefs in their Underſtand- 


| 


flicted on my Mind and Will, I knew|Þ: | 
that I wanted the Gifts cf Saving. | 


— 
ö 
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to © believe nothing but what is cont ra- 

© ry to my Salvation and Comfort; 

ich | | A 

er. but you that are io ſon confident 

of your good Eſtate, lock that it 

es. © he tive, for it is no ſnch ſmall 
c 


off |© matter to be aſſur'd of Sincerity. A 

I | Man had reed be excceding ſtrong- 
m ei Grounded in the Truth, before 
he caa be able to Affirm ſuch a Mat- 
re- ter as ye now do; It's not the Pef- 


— —— 


20. 


n-] formance of a few formal Duties, 
aw || 1.*:/hat a mighty conſtant Labour, wich 
ag ali Intention of Fleart and Affection. 
n- with foll vere and Endeavour con- 
en tiaually, to ſes forth God's Glory; 
ath there muſt be neither Fear of Lega- 
he , tors, Inquiſitors, Priſons, nor any f 
ed] Dean whatſhever : Many think: | 
d- |* theaſclves happy, that are not; it iss 


1d not every one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, 
1d that ſnall go to Heaven. 


They came another Day, and found g 
d bim with bis Eyes ſhut, as if he had been } 8 


* 


e. Drouzie, and very Loath to Dif- 
f, courſe; at which time there came 
. in allo a grave Man from Gttadella, 


e) |who demanded of Spira, if he knew | 
him or not ? He lifting up his Eye- | 
It lids, and not - fuddenly remembring | 

1 him, 


— —— — — 8 * 


bs 


Would to God 1 had ben died! 


A Biſhop being there pieſent, ſaid t- 


312 A Relation of the Fear fu. 


him, the Man Caid to him, 7 am Pres- tc 
| byter, Antenio Fortauſie ; 1 was with you 
et Venice, Tome eight Weeks ſince, Olfl for 
* curſed Day, ſaid Spira Oh curſed day! 
* Oh that I had never gone thither !|þ 


{ 


| Afterwards came in 2 Prieft call'd Ber. 
nas dlius Sar donius bringing with him a geoHf 
of Exorciſms, to conjure this Devil; whom, 
u hen Spit a ſam, ſhaking his Head, ſaid ; 

| * I am verily perſwaded, indeed, 
that God hath left me to the Power || 
of ths Devils: But ſich they are, as 
are not to be found in your Litany .|þ 
neither will they be caſt out by Spells. 
The Prieſt preceeding in his in- 
tended Purfoſe, with au llrange and 
uncooth Geſture, and with a loud Voice. 
ad jur'd the Spirit to come into Sia“ 
Tongue, and to anſwer: S ira deriding 
his fruitleſs Labour, ah a Sigh tur 

ned from him. 


% a. 


{Spira, Brother,.Ged hath put Virtue in- 
to the Word and Sacraments, and w: 
have us'd the one Mears, and we ſind no! 
that Effect which Me deſite; ſhall we tr) 
the Efficacy of tbe Sacraments? Surel:” 
if you take it as a true Chriſtian ouę h 

| t. 


. ” 4 


ht 


to receive the Bod y and Blood of Chriſt, 


it wül prove ia ſovercign Medicine 


for Jour lick Soul. 
This I caunot do (anſwered he) for 


r thoſe that have no Right to the Promi- 


ſes, have no Right to the Seals. The 


| Euchariſt was appointed only for Belie- 
vers; if we have o Faith. we eat and 


drink judgment to our ſelves, I re- 


 [ceiv'd it about a Moti ſince; but 1 


did not- well in ſo doing, for 1 took it 


[by. Conftraint ; and fol cook ii to my 
Jl Qceper Condemnailon, - 


Here Vergerius began to importune 


him earneſſiy to beware that he did not 
wilfull, refit Grace, aud pm himſelf] . 


out of Heaven, charging him vehement- | 
ly.. by all the Love that was between 

them, by the Love that he bare to his 
Children yea to his own Soul, that he 
would ſer hi;nis!f ſeriouſly to return to 


in the Death of Chriit, with many ſuch! 
like Words: Spira having heard much 
peai Verger ius, What (hould. | hope? 


[Ken Faith from me, ſhew-me then whi- 
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that Faith and Hope whic5 once he had]. 


of the like Matter formerly, and being 
for, 2zwhat moved, ſaid. Yon. do hut re- 
Why ſhould 1 Believe ? God hath ta- 


| R 


1 


} 


| « 


] 
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[Command me to Believe, I ſay, 1 


God's Mercy, when as God hath caſt 
Ime off. You tell me of Chriſt's In- 


————— 


ther I ſhall go ; ſhew me a Heaven 
whereto I ſhall retire. You tell me of 


terceſſion, I have Denied him. You ; 


cannot ; you bring me no Comfort | 


your Command is as impoſſible for 


me to Obey, as to keep the Moral || 
Law. If you ſhould perſuade one to 


Love God with all his Heart, Soul, 


and Strength, and God gives him no : 
Power, can he perform your Deſire ?| | 


Doth not the Church teach us to 
Sing, Direct us, O Lord, to Reep thy 
Commandments * Hypocrites ſay, they 
Love God with all their Hearts, but 
they Lye; for my part, I will not 
Lye, but tell you plaiply, ſuch is my 
Caſe, that though you ſhould never ſo 
much Importune me to Hope or Be- 
lieve, though I deſire it, yet I cannot, 
For God, as a Puniſhment of my Wick- 
edneſs, hath taken away from me all 
his ſaving Graces, as Faith Hope, and 
all. I am not the Man therefore that 
you take me for. Belike you think ! 
delight in this State; if I could but 
conceive the leaſt Spark of Hope of 

a 


| 


3 


— 
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a beiter State, hereafter, I would not 
refuſe to endure the moſt heavy Weight 
of the Wrath of that Great G O D, 
yea, for Twenty Thouſand Years, ſo 
that I might at length attain to the 


End of that Miſery, which I now know 
to be Eternal. — But I tell you, my 
| Will is Wounded, Who longs more 
{to Believe than! do? — Bur all the 
Ground-Work of Hope is gone! — 

For, if the Teſtimonies of the Holy; 


Scriptures be True (as they are cer- 


tainly True) is not this as True, Who. |. 
forever Denies Me before Men, him (lays] | 
Chriſt ) will I deny before my Father which] | 


is in Heaven? 


nued he) as if jt had been interdcd a- 


you look to be Saved? 


brews ? — It is impoſſible for thoſe 1 
were cnce Enlightned, and have T aſt ed of 
the Heavenly Gifts, and were Parta lers“ 
of. the OY Gneft, i! they fall away, 

| fol 


Is not this juſtly my Caſe, (centi- 


gainſt this very Pei ſon of mine? — 
And I pray you, What ſhall become] 
of ſuch as Chriſt denieth, ſeeing there 
is no Name under Heaven, ds. 


| 


| : 


What ſaith Saint Paul to the He- | 


| 
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to he renew'd to Repentance., What can St 
be more plain againſt me? Is not that m 
| Scripture alſo, If we Sin wilſully after we 
have received the Knowledge. of Truth, 

there remaineth no more Sacrifice for Sin, 
bat a looking for of Judgment. The Scri- 
pture ſpeaks of me; St. Paul means me; 
St. Peter tells me, I:. had been better 1 
had never known the Way of Righteouſ-| | 
eſs, than after I had known it, to turn 
{from the holy Commandment. It had bee. 1 , 
better I had not known, and yet then“ 
my Condemnation had been moſt cer-| |! |* 
tain. Do you not ſee evidently that III. 
have wilfally deny'd the known Truth ?| | . 
0 

0 

( 

( 

{ 


A. 


—__— 
— 


n 


- 
——_—] }uA4 a. th. m tt. - oth 


may juſtly expect, not only Damnati- 
on, but Worfe, if Worſe may be ima- 
Igin'd. God will have me andergo the 
| {uſt puniſhment of my Sin, and make 
[me an Example of his Wrath for your| | 
' {Sakes.. | i 
. The Company preſent admired his}. 
I {Diſcpurſe, fo grievouſly Accuſing him 
telt of his fore-paſt Liſe; ſo gravely | | 
and a witely Debating, conccraing chef 
Indgments of God, that they then were | 
Convinc'd, hat ik waz- not Frenzy 01 | 
Macigeis. thar had: poſſeſs'd him; and 
being, as :t were, in Admiration of his 
13 State, 
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state, Spira proceeded ein in this 
manner. 


* 


7 Seb erent bode ws 34 tg ry 


— 
K * — „ 


in Chriſt, ( although even theſe are 
good that con prove one to be an 


at the Promiſes in the Goſpel, as if 


Men, whom nevertheleſs the Lord 
in his Provideuce hath ordained to: 
Eternal Wrash, as you may ſce in St. 
Lautes 


© Take heed to yourſelves, it is no 
2 or eaſy Matter to be a Chriſti- 


; it is not Baptiſm, or Reading of 


the Scriptures, or Boaſting of Faith 


Abſ.lute Chriſtian. You know what: 


I ſaid before, there muſt be a Confor- 


mity in Life. A Chriſtian muſt be 
Strong, Uncor:querable. not carrying 
an obſcure Proteſſion, but Reſolute, 
ex preſſing the [mage of Chriſt, and 
holding out 3gaiaſt all Oppoſiti- 
ons to the laſt Breath 5 he muſt give 
al! Dilideace, by Righteou! ſaeſs and 
Holineſs. to make his Calling and Ele- 
ction ſure, Many they ate that ſnatch 


they undoubte dl, did belong to them, 
and yet remain Sluggiſt and Careleſs, 
and being Flattered by the Things 
of rhis p eſent World, they paſs on 
their Ccu ſe in Quie tneſs and Securi- 
ty. as if they were the only Happy 
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* Luke's rich Man. Thus it was with 
© me, therefore take Heed. 


him with Hypocriſy and Diſſimulation, 
or Frenzy, to whom Spira gravely an- 
ſwer'd, and ſaid, Ton may interpret the 


ral for the Fleſh, either out of Malice or Ig- 


| Things that. be of Gd, becauſe they art 
|/pirieually diſcern d. | 


teach you Fear ana Terror ? But it is nata- 


norance, to ſpeak perverſly of the Works «/ 
God. The Natural Man dijſcerneth not the 


Then came one of his Nephews, and} 
offer'd him ſome Suſtenance, which he} 
diſdainfully refuſing, fo moved thef 
[young Man's Choler, that he charg'd| 


Matter as you will, hut I am ſure, Ian 
not only the Actor, but the Argument and 
Matter of the Tragedy. I would it wert 
Frenzy, either feigned or true; for if it 
were ſeign' d, 4 could then put it «ff at 
Pleaſure, if it were à real Frenzy, yet 
theyre mas ſome Flope of God's Mercy, 
whereas now there is none For I nom 
God has pronounc'd me an Enemy, and 
guilty of High-Treaſon againſt his Majeſty. 
| 1 am caſt away as a Veſſel of bis Wrath, yet 
| dare you call it Piſſembling and Frenzy ?\ 
And canyou mock at the formidable Exam-\| 
ple of the heavy Wrath of God, that ſhould 


How 


* 
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vith Hor can it be, (ſaid Gribauldis) that 14 
you can thus excellently Diſcourſe of 
and | the Judgment of God, and of the Gra- 
ne | ces of his Holy Spirit ? What! you 
„find the Want of them, and earneſtly 
6 OR deſire them, and yet you think you are 


— 


on! utterly depriv'd of them! 
rs T ake this for certain, ( ſaid he) I want]! 9q 


| | the main Grace of all, and that which tis 
Rf | abſolutely Neceſſary ,, and God doth many 
times extort mot true and ſtrange Teſtimo- 
„e | nies of his Majeſty's Fuſtice and Mercy, yea 
' [out of the Months of meer Reprobates : For 
even Judas, after he had betray d his Ma-| | 
ad ſter, was conſtrain d to confeſs his fin, and to|+ +| 
Y; juſtify the Innocency of Chriſt; and therefore 
% I do the like, it is no nem or ſtrange mat- 
ter. God hath taken Faith from me, and left 


„. other common Gifts, for my deeper Condem- 
ag : Iration. By how much the more I remem- 
ber what ] had, and bear others Diſcourſe 
wy | [of what they have, by ſo much the more 
| is my Torment, in that 1 know what 1 


want, and now there is no Way to be re- 
„er? 
60 | 


Thus ſpake ke, the Tears all the], 
while trickling down; profelling that 2 
his Pangs were ſuch, as that the“ 
Damned 
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them in this manner 


| T* that loveth Father and Mother, Bro- 
*-thers, Siſters, Sor s. Daughters, Kin- 
„ dreds, Houſes, or Lands, more than 
Thriſt, is-not worthy of him. 


Damned  Wights in Hell endure not 
the like Miſery ; that his State was 


therefore ke deſir'd to Die. 


and Death ſhall fly from them. 
And verily he ſeemed exceedingly to 


ver and anon crying out, O erable: 
Wretch! O miſerable Wretch! Then 
turning to the Company, he beſought 


© © Brethren ! take a diligent Heed 
© to your Life; make more Account of 


the Gift of God's Spirit than 1 have 
done. Learn to bewail my Miſery :! | 
* think not you. are aſſured Chriſtians, | | 
© becauſe you uaderſtand ſomething of| ' 


the Goſpel ;, take heed you grow not 
© Secure on that Ground; be conſtant 
© and immoveable in the Maintainance 
© of your Profeſſion ; Confeſs even un- 


| | | Theſe 


ti 

1 

* 

" 

. * 
| — 
7 

* 

1 


— 


worſe than that of Cain, or Judas, and 


Yet behold ( {aid he) the Scriptures are 
ac compliſh'd in me, They ſhall deſire to Dye, 


fear leſt his Life ſhonld be drawn out 
yet longer, finding no Eaſe nor Reſt. e- 


— 
| 


* 
5 
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* 
N 
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til Death, if vou be call'd ihereto; he 


| 


1 
not 
ag 
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Aye: 
1 
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Theſe Words ( ſaid they) do not 
ſound like the Words of a wicked Re- 
probate. £ 

© I do but here imitate ( ſaid Spira )|2 3 
© the rich Glutton in the Goſpel, who, | 
© tho' in Hell, was careful that his Bre- 
© thren ould not come to that Place 
© of Torment. And I ſay to you, Bre- 
* thren, Take heed of this miſerable 
$ Eſtate wherein I am. 

Then turning himſelf to certain | 
young Men that were prefent, he deſi- 
red them to conceive him aright. | 

* I do not ſpeak this, ſaid he, to dero- 

* gate from the Certainty of ſaving 
Faith, and the Promiſes of the Goſ⸗- 
rel, for they are moſt ſure ; but rake} .. 
nced of Relying on that Faith hat | 


— 


Life, worthy of a Believer. Credit 
me, it will fail; I have try'd; I pre- 
ſun'd 1 had gotzen the right Faith; 
|. preach'd it to others; I bed all. 
Places in Scripture in Memory. Shot! 

might ſupport it; It ought my ſelf 
ſure, a2d ia the mean time living 
Impiouſly aud Corelelly, and behold 
now the Judgwent of God hath o- 


vertaken me, no to Correction, but N 
; | 8 70 | 


"YI 7 — A... — 
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* to: Condemnation : —— And noy 
* you would have me to Believe, bu 
tt will not be; for I feel too late, 
that good Things belong only to 


* as with a Veil, and guarded with his 


Ir 
| ſuch as are good, whoſe Sins art 
| 
j* righteous Merits, from the Flood of 
| 


a God's Wrath, even as with a mighty 
Wall, left miſerable Mortals ſhould 


© pulPd down the Ramparts, behind 
which I might have reſted ia ſafety. 


| And now are the ſwelling Waters 


come even to my Soul, and I am caſt 


| IT * way * 
E One of his familiar Friends chanc'd 


to ſay, That certainly he was over- || 
come with Melancholly; Which being 


| over-beard, Spira anſwetr d. 


Well, be it fo, ( rep/y'd he) ſeeing 


“ vou will needs have is ſo. Thus bf. 
is God's Wrath manifeſted againſt 


me, in that he hath taken from me the 
© Uſe of my Underſtandiag and Rea- 


ſon, ſo as I can neither tightly Eſteem 


I 1 and . of my . not 


Hope 


covetr'd with Chriſt's Death and Blood} 


1 be ſwallow'd up with the Grearneſ} 
[of their Sins. But as for me, | bavef 
+: as it were, wilfully with my Haves 


| 


Þ. 


n i: + 


— 


|| 
| 
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|© Body conſur,'d to Aſhes, 
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Hope of Remedy. You ſee, Brethren, iP 
what a dangerous thing it is, to ſtop 
or ſtay in things that concern God's 
Glory; eſpecially to Diſſemble upon! 
any Terms, What a fearful thing it 
is to be near, and almoſt a Chriſti- 
an? Never was the like Example 
' 40 this of mine; and therefore if you 
be Wiſe, you will ſeriouſly Conſi- 
der thereof. O that God would 
let looſe his Hand from me, that it 
were with me now, as in times paſt! 1 
would ſcorn all Threats of the moſt 
cruel Tyrants, bear Torments with 
invincible Reſolution, Glory in the 
outward Profeſſion of Chriſt, ' till It 
were choak'd in the Flames, and my} 


You ſay you are Deſperate, O Spira, 
( ſaid they) Why then do you not ſtrive 
with ſome Weapon or other, violently 
to make an End of your Life, as oe 
rate Men uſe to do? 

Let me have a Sword, (ſaid Spira. * 

Why, what would you do with it ? 
( quoth they.) 

I cannot tell you ( ſaid he) what " % 
Mino would moves me to upon Occ aſi an 
nor what 1 would do. 

* 


* * as _—_ c > --4% pu @ as 1 * _ _ — — — — * . 
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{ſeldom fewer than Twenty continued 
{with him; and go ſtop the Courſe of 
Fame, which was continually blown 
abroad of him, they conſulted to carry 
{him back again into his own Country; 
and thoſe of his Friends that came to} 


They perceiving ſmall Effects of all] 
this their Labour, but rather that he 
grew worſe ; for the avoiding of a 
Concourſe of People; for every Day 


Comfort him, began to take their laſt 
Leave of him, Vergerius, among the 


jreſt, requir'd, That at their Parting, || 


they might Pray together with him. 
Spira hardly conſented, and as unwil- 
liagly performed; 

For, /a'4be, my Heart js eſtranged 


from God; I cannot call him Father 
“ from my Heart; all good Motions are 


quite gone; my Heart is full of Ma: 


© more Hardned in Heart, and cannot 


1* ſtop nor hold my ſelf: Your Prayers 


for me ſhall turn to your own- Profit. 
© they canuot do me any Good. 

Viergerius then came to take his Leave 
Jof him; whom Spire embracing, ſaid ; 
© Although 


* lediftion; Hatred, and Blaſphemy a-. 
|< gainſt God; I find | grow more and 


| 


—— wy Wc... 


E 


— — 


22 


| 


he 


on me. 


on —— 


„pour kind Office, of the Love and 
© good Will; and the Lord return it 
J uno you, with a plentiful Increaſe 


1 


| 
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Although I know that nothing can 
allg. bring any Benefit to me a Repro- 


ſon a Table, to which he running haſti- 


ſaying, That he envy'd the Condition 


Burning, neither deſiring, nor receiving 


_— — 


phate; but that every Thing ſhall tend 
© to my deeper Condemnation ; yet I 
© give you moſt hearty Thanks for 


© of all good. 

The next Day being brought down 
to his intended Journey, by the Way, 
looking round about him, with a 
ghaſtly Look, he ſaw a Knife, lying 


ly, ſaatch'd hold of it, as intending to 
Miſchief himſelf; but his Friends lay» 
ing hold of him, ſtopp'd him in his 
purpoſe: —— Whereupon with In- 
dignation he ſaid, J would I were above 
God, for I know he will have no Mercy 


Thus went he Homewards, often 


of Cain and Judas : He lay about eight 
Weeks in this Condition, in a continual 


any thing but by force, and that withour 
Digeſtion, ſo ſpent, that he appear'd a 
perfect Anatomy, expreſſing to tbeV iew 


nothing 


32 


—__ _— — 


| 56 A Relation of the Fearful 
| 


nothing but Sinews and Bones; vehe-| 
.mently raging for Drink; ever 'Pining, 
yet fearful to live lopg; dreadful ot 
Hell, yet coveting Death; in a couti- 
nual Torment, yet his own Tormentor. 
And thus conſuming himſelf with Grieſ 
and Horror, Impatience and Delpair, 
Hke a living Man in Hell, he repreſen- 
ted an extraordinary Example of the 
2 2 7 and Power of God. 


And thus ( as far as appeateth) with. 
in a' few Days after his arrival at his 


Lite. Vet an Occaſion to make us re- 


own Home, he departed this preſent. 


member, That ſecret things belong un- 
to che Lord our God, but Charity to 
Man, to teach him to Hope all things. 
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John Child. 
John Child. 
re- | 
in- 
to FE was Born at Bedford, Bout the 
. | Year 1638, and when he was 


grown up, put an Apprentice 

to an Handicraft Tride ; which, when 
ne came to Aye, he follow'd fr ſome- 
time; afterwards he betook 2imfſelt to 
another Calling, aud removed to News 

port Pagnel, where he lived divers 

Years, married Juice, aud by his laſt 

A Wife (of honeſt Parentzge, and good 
Repchri ) he had ſeveral Children , af- 
ter his Hecond Marriage, in appearance 
he increas d in his Eſtate. Abont Five 
Years | 


» 


— 


— 


—_— 


- an 


| Years fince he remov'd to London, and Den 
in October 1684, he ended his Days bilgod 


all. 


| Hanging himſelf in a Houſe he had ta 
| ken the Spring before in Brick- Lan 
| near Spittle-Fields. G 
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He was endu'd with a competent Mea «1: 
ſure of Natural Parts, and Vivacity off In 
Spirit. In his Youth he apply'd him. 44 
ſelf to the Reading and Studying offi ;1j 
the Scriptures, and attain'd to a great ni. 
er Knowledge in Matters of Religion Vo. 
than many of his Equals in Years andf, d 
Education. In his Opinion and Pra bm. 
ctice he was for the Baptiſm of Belie y g 
vers, and conſorted with ſome of themſh,aj 
who are called Anabaptiſts, for abovef; , 
Twenty Years; aud for divers Years, 
at Seaſons, exercis'd himſelf in Preach-ſhe c 
ing. ors 
He was obſerv'd for ſome Years be- m. 
fare his dreadful Fall, to be very remi{sh © 
in Religious Exerciſes; and in his or- Ie 
dinary Converlation to frequent other Ind 
Company than he had done in former}... 
Times. | nd 
He was of a very haughty Spirit, and KO. 
peremptory ia aſſerting his Opiui km. 


|| He ſonght to exalt himſelf above Whathe 


became either his Profeſſion, o A ttain- 


| 5 | 2 ments, 


** 
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dIments. All which, when the Hand of 
bGod was heavy upon him, he freely ac- 
A xnowledg'd, with ſevere Charges a- 
a inſt himſelf for his Pride and Hypo- 
riſy, as you will fird in the following 
a. Relations. 
oi In the Year 1682, he publiſh'd A Se- 
m. gend Argameut for a more full and firm 
Union amongſt all good Proteſtants; 
atÞwhich Title, it ſeems, was made up of 
DNV orgs ſofter than Oyl, yet were they 
nds drawn Swords, and caſt him into 
rafome Diſtreſs of Mind, which he on: 
ie q fignify'd to ſome of his intimate Ac 
emmuyaintance, that his Mind was perplext 
veſor what he had therein done. : 
rs. About the beginning of July, 1684, 
Che could not bear or conceal the Hor- 
ors of his Mind, but ſpake of it to 
be. dme, and ſent to ſeveral others of hi: 
W-9Rcquaintance, to come to him to whor 
ore diſclos'd his miſerable Condition. 
er nd the Occa ſion thereof, in ſuch mai- 
ner fer, as that it became pnblickly known, 
nd occaſion'd great Talk, aud a daily 
and fort of a vaſt concourſe of People : 
vasmong the reſt, Mr. Dennis has y iven 
baſe World this Narrative followivg. 
ain- 
nts] 2 My |. 
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. 


MY Acquaintance ( ſays be) with Mr. 

Chile, was about 15 Years ſtand- 
ing. Abont Two Years ſince, meeting 
with a Book of his, 1 went preſently 
and geve him a Viſit, and found him in 
his Chamber, in a very penſive Poſture, 
and his Eyes red with Tears. He im- 
mediately acknowicdg'd he was the 
Author of it, and bitterly Exclaim'd 
againſt himſelf, that he wrote it in Ma- 


[lice, and* by the Inftigation of the De- 


vil, from very ill P:inciples of Pride, 
Vain-Glory, and Hypocriſy, I quickly 
found the Wound vpon his Spirit was 
very deep, and therefore forbore all 
Aggravations, and endeavour'd to ad- 
miniſter ſome ſpiritual Relief to him. 
After this, in his Diſcourſe to others, 
he ſeem'd not to have ſo ſnarp a Senſe 
upon his Mind; but, for ought 1 coule 
obſerve, the Sore continu'd feſtering in 
wardly, from the firſt time he reflect 
ed upon his publiſhing of that Book, to 
the end of his miſerable Lite; tho? it 
break not out openly ti about July. 
About Aug I gave him another Vi. 


fit, and then found him (tho' natural) 
| of a ſtrong Conſtitution, and lively Spi. 


tit) 


—. 
— — 


and 
he 1 
vok 


— 
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rit) ſo exceedingly ſhaken, that the 
. Horror of the Sight made ſuch deep 
-IImpreſſions, as I think will, at all Sea- 
28 ſons, recur, and ſer it ſelf before me 
7 Flafreſh, as long as I live. His Speech 
if was very Regular, which diſcovered 
„his Memory to be good, and that his 
1 Diſtemper had not ſeiz'd his Head, but 
ne his Heart. He freely diſcovered the 
"UE Grief of his Mind, expreſſing and ſet- 
a- ting forth his Condition to be moſt De- 
e- plorable, as having no Hopes of Salva- 
le, tion. | laid before him, with the great- 
1yE eſt tenderneſs, the Freeneſs ans Riches 
vas of God's Grace, chuling to Argue from 
alli his own former declared Opinion, a- 
ad- gainſt the Limiting of it, but could faſt- 
fen no Word of Conſolation, or Hope 
T5, vpon him. 
nl} With ſome Reluctancy he granted 
ud me Liberty to Pray with him but ſaid; 
mn — His Spirit was ſhut up, he could 
ect not Pray. And whilſt I was Praying, 
iq be often Groaned; and after I had end- 
” lied, told me, — God would make hia | 
. fa terrible Example to this preſent Age; 
 Viand tho? he was full of Benignity, yet 
rallh be was alſo a Terrible God, being pros! 


Spivoked. | 
tit Theſe 


12 
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not tel] which) that I ſhoujd Ny to him, 
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T hefe Expreſſions, and the Horror 


of his Body, drew many Tears from 


mine Eyes, and render'd the spectacle 
{ſo dreadfal, that I cannot ſay (as is re- 
ported of one that viſited Francis Spi- 


ra, that he would go a Thouſand Miles 
to {ee another Spra; but on the con- 
trary ) I deſire I may never ſee the 
like Spectacle again whilſt 1 live in the 
World. | 

He told me he thought ( either in 2 
Dream, or when he was awake, he could 


If he dy'd the common Death of ail 


Men, the Lord had not ſpoken by me. 


I anſwer'd, He better knew the Tem- 
per of my Spirit and Privciples, than to 
conceive ſuch a Thought of me, or that 
I ſhould take vp the Words of the Pro- 
phet of God divinely inſpir'd, and ap- 
piy them to him. But all I could fay, 
abated nothing of the Horror of his 


Soul, that 1 could perceive. 


Thus Mr. Dennie, who ſo earneſtiy 
ſollicited him to lay hold on the Free 
Grace of God, yet he was altogether 


' }ſear'd and harden'd, under the daily 


I Prayers and Efforts of good and graci- 


L 
— 


| | Ou 
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That appeared in his Eyes, and all parts re 
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Jous Men; containing ſtill more Deſpe-| 
| 
| 
| 


rate, to the great Affliction of all his 
Friends and Relations, who-Commiſe- 
rated his Caſe in a tender and compaſ- 
ſionate manner. N 


8 About the middle of July, 1684, Mr. 
] Keach went to ſee Mr. Child, to whom 
e Mr. Child own'd he was the Author of 
ie che aforeſaid Book, with bitter and do: 
lorous Outcries; vpbraiding himfelf 
a | with Malice and Envy againſt the Peo- 
d | ple of God, deſiring him to go up stairs 
n,|þ| with him, and then farther ſignify'd to 
him his deplorable Condition, and what 
©. || Horror and Anguiſh of Soul he lay un- 
n- der, and that there was no Mercy for 
WE] him, | 
at] Soon after Mr. XK. was ſent for by 
o-IIhim, who found him in Bed rolling and 
ip-jtumbling up and down in a lamentable 
manner, enough to pierce one's Heart. 
his] He faid to him, — Mr. Child, I thongbt 
by your Deportment, when you was at my 
i Houſe, the Burden was pretty well eff : | 
reef Or to that effect. 
nerf] Mr. Child. No, no, my Burden is 
al greater than I can bear. -I would fain be 
ACi- ſatisfied as touching one thing. 
hin vie E 3 Mr. 


YER...  —oeoo— 
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Mr. Reach. What is that ? 
Mr. Child. Whether my Sin may not be 
that againgt the Holy GhoF#t ? 


Mr. Child. But / wrote the Book out 
of Malice. 

Mr. X. There is a great deal of dit- 
ference between doing a thing out of 
Malice and Prejudice againſt the Lord's 
People, and acting out of Malice again! 
Chriſt himſelf, or doing Deſpite to the 


Dread, aud Reſpect to tlie Name o. 


Oftence againſt ſome of his People. 
Mr. Chila. I have often had the 


N 


Scriptares brouglit to me, P/alm 50 
23, 20. Then giveſt thy Mouth to Evil, 
ard with thy Tongue thou forgeſt Detrits; 
Thou eff and freakeſt againſt thy Bre- 
ther, and ſlandere t thy Mother's Son ; 
And of that which follows: Conſider 
thzs, ye that forget God, lest I tare you in 
pieces. | 

Mr. Xeach. But pray obſerve, Tho 
you {hould be guilty of that great Evi! 


there mentioned, yet there is Grouns 
of Hope, in that you are exhorted 10 
SIT Conſide: 


Mr. X. I hope and believe it is not? 


Spirit of Grace. I do not doubt but 
that you bad always holy and reveret lf 


Gcd, tho' you might take up a grea!|f 


I 


— — 


MI. Xeach. I will ſee and get you one 
| of them, and ſend it you. Shall 1 ac- 


6 
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Coniider. And uſed mzny Arguments 
to per ſuade him to rely on the Mercy 
of God, thro? Chriſt, meationing that 
Paſſage of the Prophet David; Forgive 
me my Sin, ſor it is great; und how Won— | 
derfully he had manifeſted and magui- 
hed the Attribute of his Mercy, in par- 
doniug great aud bloody Sinners. 
| Hete Afr. CLA breaking forth into 
bitter Tears, cried out, 1 know that the 
AM.ejeſty of Facaven 10 & $08 and graciotus 
Being; yet uin Proviked, ( Lretching 
torth his Hauds is @ f: Shtful manner) 
he is a terrible God ! 
| Mr. Reach. I think it neceſſary. that % 
you Retract what you have Written in 
that Book ; for that I think nothing 
hort of | it. will be a Demonſtration of 
the Sincerity of your Heart, and Proof 
of the Truth of your Repentance. | 
Mr. Child. I have began to Write, 
% cannot Write, neither have 1 any one 
\of the Books. 


| 


quaint. any Perſon with your Condition? 
(mentioning ſome worthy Miniſters to 
him, whom he knew Mr. CH. formerly 
95 a great Eſteem for.) 


3 Mr. 
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Mr. Keach, at another Viſit not long lor 
before his Death, perceiving the An-[#ar 
( gaiſh of his Spirit was rather greaterſbies 


| than ever. ask'd him, Have you not yet 
any more Light ? 
Mr. Child, No, nor never ſhall. 
Mr. Krach. Shall I, and Two or Three 
more, ſuch as you ſhall approve of, come 
and ipend ſome Time in Prayer to the 
Lord for you ? To which he gave 
no Anſwer, tho* much preſs'd to it. 


Damn d. 4 


him, and finding him very Reſtleſs, Mr. 
Collings ſaid to him, Oh, Mr. Child, I am 
come ith a Deſign to ſerve your Soul, 
it it ly es in m/ Power ! 

Ar. Child. God hath been for ſeveral 
Year, pa, a teariig my Eſtate, Curſing 
and Blaſting «ll ] bave put my Hand to, 
and Projrer'd me in nothing. And, 
in much Horror clapping his Hands to 
his Heart, cry'd, Here it ic, and I ſhall 
Mr. Colings, I am inform'd your 
Troubles ariſes from the Publiſhing of a 
Book, entituled, The Second Argument 


| Mr. Child, at another time ſaid, Thaveſly, 
touch's the Apple of God's Eye,—— 1 am 


Saon after Mr. Collings went to Viſit! 


for 
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longer a more firm Union amongſt Prote- 
An- ante. What part of that Book Trou- 
aterfibles you moſt. | 
yet] Mr. Child. (Taking up the Book in 
his Hand, began to read, where he ſays) 
The greateſt Number of Diſſenters do bold 
reef} Principles dangerouſly Fieretical, and mo#t 
mefſab ominably abufing the moFt holy and bleſ. 
the / God, &c. But before he could end 
aveſlthis Paragraph, being under extream 
Agony of Mind, and Weeping bitter- 
2ve ly, put the Book from him, and ſpake 
an to this effect, viz. I have repreſewed thoſe | 
of Calvin's Principles beyond whatever | 
iſii hey conceived , ſtrained their Opinions be- 
"ar J yond their Intentions, and arewn ſuch Cen- 
im ſcquences as never we: e in their Minds, — 
ul, And ſtriking his Breaſt with much An- 
8 guiib, faid, Theſe Words lye cloſe; Tſhall 
"al never get ever this; IMiit in Prejudice a- 
2 gainſt them, calling them a villanous Hoc) 
% People, which was Un jr Fe. 
d, / Mr. Coding: ſaid, Are you leartily! 
of forrowfal for Writing this? 
ell Mr. Child. Oh that I conld Repent ! 
I cannot Repent, | 
Ir Ar. Collings. It it were now to do, 
a would you do it again? The beſt pars 
of Repentance is to turn from Evil, 


1 — MT Mr. 
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Mr. Child. I know there is in Repen- I [ear 
tance Three things, Confeſſion, Contriti-||f 7 #- 
on, and Reſtitution. ting 

Mr. Collings, We are not capable Hin 
of making God Reſtitution ; He Par- 
dons and ſuſtiſies for his own Name's lit) 
fake, and Chriſt's Sake; but Reſtitu-|Þ} as / 
tion is to be made to our Neighbour A/ 
and if you are ſenfible God had been. 
Diſhonour'd, and his People Wrong? dif} 5p: 
in thay Book, your next Work is tone 
make Reſtiution in like manner, by a4 
publick Recantation. 605 

Ar, Child. This is the Opinion of ſomt 
others alſo, and I think it ought to be done. D 
— And walking about the Room, m 
with great Horror of Soul, ſaid, — te 
7 hade been guilty of many Evil, I have M 
ifor ſeveral Tears liv'd a very unge) M 
Liſe; negledted Family - Duty, Claſet- Du. to 
ty, Publick Duty in the Church of GB 
I have heen greatly guilty of Pride, en- 
deavouring to run every wan down inte 
Diſpute : I have made this World my] br 
God, and been guilty of that Idolatry in ei 
Epheſians 5. — I have not been a little 
guilty of Hypocriſy; I have endeavour al} c- 
by all ways and means to ſhake the Croſs of || XK 
Chritt from off my Shoulders; and 1 


| 
. 
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—— 


in their Condition, and would have given 
I many Thoaſands of Pounds, ( had I had 
it) to have been in as good a Condition, 
as ſome of them I Writ agoinft: I have 


|| diſco urs d you, and Mr. B. and Mr. J. aud 


have thought to run down your Opinion by 4 
Il Spirit of Infolency and Price; but the Judge 
i ments of God have follon'd ne, he ha rent 
and torn me from theſe things, — and new 
i ſhall I Die; I am ſtiria% with Death. 

| Mr. Collings. Suppoſe you ſhould 


Die 10 Night (as we know rot how it 


may be with any of us) can you con- 
i tentedly ſink into the deep Abyſs of 
! Miſery, wichour Kriving for Salvation? 
Would you not run to Chriſt ? Strive 
to take hold of him, and his purchas'd 
Bjeſledneſs. 

Ar. Child (with a very grim Coun- 
{tcnance) ſaid, 1 ſhall go ro Hell, 1 am 
broken in Judgment; when I think to Pray, 
either I have a Fluſhing in my Face, as if 
I were in a Flame, or I am Dumb, and 
cannot ſpeak ;, or elſe I fall aſleep upon my 


Aces; all the Signs of one whom God hath| 
let Korſaken and Hardned, 


f 


i Mr. 
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tance Three things, Confeſſion, Contriti- 
on, and Reſtitution. 


Mr. Collings, We are not capable 
ſake, and Chriſt's Sake; but Reſtitu— 
Diſhonour'd, and his People Wrong' d 


publick Recantation. 


,— And walking about the Room, 
with great Horror of Soul, ſaid, — 


| 
| 
| 


ty, Publick Duty in the Church of God 
I have been greatly guilty ef Pride, en- 


| Diſpute : I have made this World my 


by all ways and means to ſhake the Croſs 0; 


Chritt from «ff my Shoulders; and |} 
fear | 


Mr. Child. [ knew the*e 15 in Repen- | 


of making God Reſtitution ; He Par- 
dons and juſtiſies for his own Name's H 


tion is to be made to our Neighbour z 
and if you are ſenſibdle God had been 


in that Book, your next Work is to 
make Reſt\jution in like mauner, by a. 


Mr. Child. This is the Opinion of ſomt 
others alſo, and I think it ought to be done. 


I have been guilty of many Evils, I have 
for ſeveral Years liv'd a very ungodly\F 
Life ; negledted Family-Duty, Cloſet- Du- |Þ 


deavouring to run every man aomn in] 
God, and been guilty of that Idolatry in ei 


{Epheſians 5. — 1 have not been a little 
guiliy of Hypocriſy, 1 have endeavour d|| 
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— | 


N- ar 1 have been guilty of Blaſphemy. — 
ti- ¶ 1 have wrong'd many à poor Soul by Wri- 
ting as I have done; I have wiſh'd my ſelf 
le Hin their Condition, and would have given 
r- N many Thoaſands of Poundi, (had I had 
es Hit) to have been in as good a Condition, 
u- as ſome of them] Writ ageint 1 have 
„HA cours'd you, and Mr. B. and Mr. J. and 
en have thong ht to run down your Opinion by 4 
d Spirit of Inſolency aud Pride; but the Judge 
to ments of God have follon d me, he has rent 
a and torn me from theſe things, — and now 
ſhall I Die; I am ſtria% with Death. 

ne Mr. Collings. Suppoſe you ſhould 
e. Die to Night (as we know not how jt 
b, may be with any of us) can you con- 
—tentedly ſink into the deep Abyſs of 
5e Miſery, without Kriving for Salvation ? 
ly[F| Would you not run to Chriſt ? Strive 
to take hold of him, and his purchas'd 
4 Bleſſedneſs. 

u- Ar. Child (with a very grim Coun- 
in tenance) ſaid, 1 ſhall go ro Hell, I am 
2} || i vroken in Judgment; when I think to Pray, 
in either I have a Fluſhing in my Face, as if 
I were in a Flame, or I am Dumb, and 
cannot ſpeak 5, or elſe I fall aſleep upon my 
o/|f Knees; all the Signs of one whom God hath 
1e Korſaken and Hardned, 

£01 1 Mr. 
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the Spirit. 
ly ſm again#t the Light of my Conſcience, 


mov d with Malice, with this Cheat in my 
Heart, It may be it may do them good. 
The Night before the Book was Publiſlya, 1 
had ſome Reluctancy, and Gripes of Cen- 
ſcience. 

Mr. Cellixgs. Why did not you call 
them in before they were publiſn'd ? 

Ar, Child. I fell ill upon it, and found 
my. {elf more and more entargied and en- 
ſnar'd ;, ene Door was open d, ond another 
Docr epen'dto my Run, as if I were 4 man 


| deſign'd jor Damnation l 


After ſome Reaſonings about Bap- 
tiſm, Conformity, and the then 'Trou- 
bles which Nonconformiſts were under, 


Ihe ſaid, 
1 


— 
. * 


— a 


Light of your Conſcience, or Metions of 


and Spirit of God; yet what I did, was | 


| 


Mr. Child. I think did not Formal-.; | * 
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I have abundance of carnal fleſhly Rea- 
ſonings; 1 am unser the Power of Unbe- 
lief and Diſtruſt For theſe are my Argu- 
ings in me; Should I tick to the Chureh of 
England, then thoſe 7 have Written As 
eint, would account me the greateft Hy. 
pocrite in the World, to make ſc much ado 
about Deſpair, jor what I have done againſt 
them; ſhould I leave the Church of En- 
gland, and ſtick to the Dillenters, and, 

with full Purpoſe of Heart cleave to the 
Lord; then, if ever I am taken in a Meet- 
ing, they will have no Mercy on Me, and 
Triumph; This is the Man that made 
his Recantation! And then Ruin me to 
| [ll intents and purpoſes; and I cannot bear 
| [the Thoughts of a Creſs, nor a Priſon, 
Mr. Collings. Two Things are eſ— 
' | ſentially Neceſſary to the Peace of your 
Soul; With all ſpeed to publiſh your 
Recantation ; and ſet your ſelf to know 
{ {the Truth of God, and to cleave to 
| (ig. , 

| | Mr. Child. What an aſtoniſhing Con- 
q | ſideration is it for a Man to Die in this 
Condition I am in; to be under Horror for 

Writing ſuch Things; and yet have no 

Power to Renonnce it; for ſhauld I do ſo, 
N if ſhauld be quickly Ruin'd in my Eſt ate: 


2 


/ 


— 96— — 


I bad a Fancy the other Morning, that the 
Sheriff's Officers were coming to ſeize at! 


that Word, Can thy Heart endure, or 
thy Hands be ſtrong, in the Day I will 
contend with thee ? Ihn ] am able 


there i i 4 Cod; for I find the Arrows of the 
Almighty flicking in me, and be runneth 
upen me Ih. I thought that I eould 
go and fall at the Feet of thoſe I have 


wih often, Cs that I could Repent ! Oh, 


his Son's Bizcd! O that I had Faith Fear! 
could Believe! 

Mr. Collings, ( taking Leave of Mr. 
Child ) Can you not deſire my Prayers? 
Mr. Child. This is a hard Queſtion, 
And after a little Pauſe, taking Mr. Col. | 
lings by the Hand, ſaid; For the Sale of 
the Lord Jeſus Chrif, Fray for me at 
Night, if there be any Mercy yet left, that 
I may yet live in the Way of mercy. | 
Mr. Collings. ( Finding the Troubles! 
of Mr. Child Nin contiouing and iucrea- 
ſing) What do you bh! nk would five 


you Relief ? f | 
Mr. 


| [72 A Relation of the Pearfal | 


to jati;fie any Atheiſt in the World, that 


that ] ad; and about a Week fince, I had, | 


wronged, and beg their Forgiveneſs, and 


that God would waſn me in the Fountain of | 


F 


{ 
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Mr. Child. % / were in Heaven it could 
vot Relieve me; for there I ſhould behold 
the Face of a holy God, holy Saints and 
Saints and Angels, as now I behold the 
face of good Men upon Earth, with Shame 
aud Confuſion of Face. i 
Mr. Collings, If God would take 

vou in his Favour, that would Relieve 


' 


| | Book before the Second Argument ? 


_ | 


to the utter moſt. 


upon the Sov'reiguty of God's Grace. 
1 Mr. Child. For thoſe whoſe Day of 
SGraee is not gone, God will multiply to 
Pardon; but it is too late for me, my 


Day is gone. 


Mr. Collings Did not a Gentleman 
Write ſome Animadverſions upon it, 
by way of Anſwer, in a Manuſcript ? 


| Eſtate of John Child, 73 
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you. 
Mr. Child. His Wrath is come upon me 


Mr. Collings, To Deſpair, reflects 


Mr. Cllings, Did not you Write a 


Mr. Child. I did. 


Mr. Child. He did. 
Mr. Collings. Was it a ſufficient An- 
{wer ? 


Mr. Child. Jt was rationally Auſwer d. 
Mr. Collings. Yet you Printed this 
Book afterwards. 


TT — 
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Mr. Child. 7 did. 

After ſome time of calm Reaſoning, 
Mr. Child began again to be in a great 
Horror, and ſpake to the Effect fol- 
lowing. 

Oh ( ſaid he) I am one of the oreate#t 
Hypacrites that ever liv'd upon the Earth, 
and ſhal be ſo ac counted; God hath don: 
| bs Mil, and will de bis Will upon me, — 
| The Wicked ſhall fal into Miſchief, 
| | and the Beckſlider is Heart ſhall be fill'd 
with his own Ways. He that ſaith, he 

hall have Peace, and walketh in the bo 
 {magination of his evi] Heart, the Lord 
will nos ſpare him; but then the An- 
ger of the Lord, and his Jealouſie, ſhall 
imoke againſt that man, Ob be thunders 
upon me Should God let out the Senſe of 
my Sins on me, ( as he will ) I ſhould howl 
like a Dog, roar like a Lyon, bellow like an 
Oxe, mine inward Parts would melt with- 
in me, as the Braſs melts in the flamin 
Furnace ;, I ſhall lye lower than Judas, low- 
er than Judas, I bave ſinned worſer than 
judas. 

Mr. Collings. You make Application 
of Curſes in the Book of God, but not 
of the Promiſes; conſider Jaiab, 55 


Pſal. 34 5. 


— 


RP Mr 


rr ,, 2 — 


Mr. Child: Promiſes are Bread for 
children; they look'd on kim, and were 
lightned ; lool unto him and am dark- | 
ned; he knows that I have committed ſuch 
Mic ledneſa, as never hath been done. 


find an Inclination to Pray? oY 
Mr. Child, Seldem or never; — on 
about an Hour before you came, I went a- 
bout it; but the End was diſmal; That 
| | Day you were here with Mr. W. I attempts 
' led it three times, but could do nothing. 


Neither Men nor Angels can relieve me. 
Ar. Collings, Job faith, Tho" ke fla 
me, yet 1 will truſt in him. 


| thought I had Comfort and Relief from 
' thence ;, but now I cannot truſt in him, 


—_ OO. * —_— 
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Mr. Collings. Do you not ſometimes 


Mr. Collings. Shall I pray for you ? 
Ar. Child. No, no ; tis too late © 


Mr. Child. About two Months ſince, J 


God faith he will deal in a ſingular manner 
with me here on Earth, and in Hell elſo. | 

Afterwards quoted againſt himſelf 
thoſe Expreſſions, Heb. 10. 26. For 


receiv'd the Knonledge of the Truth, 


2 Pet. 2. 20, 21, 22, For if after 
they have eſcap'd j rom the Filthineſs of 


of we ſim wiljully after that we have 


there remains no more Sacrifice for Sin. 


the 


ee. tt. 
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the World, through the acknowledging »f 
their Lord and Savicur Jeſus Chrift, art 
yet tangled again therein, and overcome, 
their latter-end is wor ſe than the beginning. 
For it had been better for them not to have 
acknowledp*'d the Way of Righteouſnej:, 
than after they have acknowled?'d it, to 
turn from the holy Righteouſneſs, than af- 
ter they kave acknowieag'd it, to turn from 
the holy Commanament s given unto them. 


| Proverb, The Dog is returned to his own: 


in Hell there is no Refreſhment, not a 
Drop of Water to cool my Tongue. I 
wonder thas my Head ( tho? it do not 


with diſmal Cogitations. 

Mr. Collings, with one Mr. R. gave 
Mr. Child another Viſit, and Mr. K. 
put him upon ſaying the Lord's Pray. 
er. 

Mr. Child. J have thought of that, 64! 
dare not ſay it for theſe Reaſons ,, — 
1ſt, I cannot call God Father. 2dly, l 
on ſay, Thy Will be done. 30h, 


Vemit, aud the Sow that was waſted, to 
the wallowing in the Aire, And Mr. 
Child ſaid, When I am faint and low, III 
now take ſomewhat to Refreſh me, but 


ach) doth not burſt aſunder, it is filled 


But it is come unto them according to the It 


1 


75 
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I cannot ſay, Forgive me my Treſpaſſes, 
areas I forgive them that Treſpaſs againſt 
2e, me. All that 1 have, added he, 
is Curs'd to me; I cannot give God 
Thanks for what I Eat and Drink. 
Mr. Collings. Have you a Deſire to 
be Saved ? 
Mr. Child. Yes, upon my own Terms, 
and not according to God's. 
It was then ask?d Mr. Child, What 
{thoſe Terms were? — But he would 
*make no Anſwer. 


a 


About Oftober the Twelfth, He was 
again Viſited by ſome of his Friends, 
whom the Rumour drew thither. 

Says one of them, Mr. Chila, the 
laſt time I ſaw you, you ſaid that you 
had a Peradventure to depend upon, 
and that was all; 1 hope you have 
| that ill. 

[No, all is gone! added he, with a 
| doleful Voice. 

: | Is God gone, and Chriſt gone? /aid 
51 Friends. | 
All is gone |! I am un done , repli- 
| | ed he. 

We hope the Lord will return again, 
) ſaid they. | 

1 2 SESAME You | 
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; You c:ngot hope fo concerning me, 
added he, 

| Why, where Chriſt begins a good 
Work, he will perfect it, cry'd they. 

| Y-s, ne reply'd, if I bad any; but 
all is goue, it ever [ had any. 

; T en they ſ4id, von would do well, 
Mr C., to uſe he means of Grace, 
and frequent the Society of God's Peo- 


i 


ſay you have no mind to pray nor deſire 
their Prayers, yet it you go among 


for you. Conſider 2 Kings. 7. 4. 


God, that God will have no Mercy 
for me, | 
If, ſaid his Friends, God bring you 


ſtrengthning and 'eſtabliſhing of his 


times paſt. 

He ſaid no more to 'em but this, 
God wil glorifie himſelf by me, and 
make nie an Example for the ſtrength- 
ening and eſtabliſhing of his People; 
but it ſhall end in my Deſtruction, 


ple, and dere thei! Prayers, tho' fr 


them, you know not & hat God may do 


1 have been ſo great a Sinner, ſald|| 
he, againſt God, and the People of, 


out of this Coodition, it may be more 
do his Honour and Glory, and to your|f 


People, than aſl you have done in 
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dre, finding Society did but trouble 


Repentance you offer'd. 
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Then they with great Sorrow *ith- 


and diſcompoſe him the more ; Not 
could his State be render'd worſe a 
moſt than a that time: His Wife 
with Grief owning, That often ig the 
Night the very e ds of his Hair ſtood 
in Drops thro? the Anguiſh of his Spi. 
rit, continually crying out agaiaſt the 
Book, Sc. About which time he was 
Viſited by Mr. E. P. between whom 
was this following Conference. | 
When be came into the Room he 
lamentably cry'd out, O that I might 
be a good Man ! But there is no hopes 
for me; it is now too late; I am the 
greateſt Hypocrite in Nature. 
Mr. E. P. | pray you, Mr. Child, in- 
ſtance in Particulars. | 
Mr. Child. I have been a dreadful 
AHypocrite in offering Repentance, 
when I had none, 
Mr. E. P. I am a Stranger to any 


Mr. Child. I have pretended ſuch 
a Thing, tho' you know it nor. 

Mr. E. P. Do you intend any Re- 
pentance you have offer'd for the 


Printing and Publiſhing that Book ? 
5 Mr. 


— 5 7 


| 


| 
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Mr. Child. Yes, WF 2: 
Mr. E. P. It ſeems you confeſs yo Gu 
ought to Repeat of the Publiſhing offi*<©! 
that Book. Wet 
Mr. Child, Ves: It requires that} we 
Repentance that I ſhall never be ableſſ#”- 
to give. ler 
Then a Stander-by re ply'd, Do youfcle 
think, Mr. Child, that God is able toll to 


Pardon you? aw 
Mr. Child. No. the 
Mr. P. What is your Reaſon ? me 


Mr. Child. God hath Sworn in his] th. 
Wrath, that I ſhall not enter into his Pe 
Reſt. | 4 

Mr. P. How do you know that he th 
hath ſo Sworn concerning you ? IM 

Mr. Child. (Setting himſelf down, 
ſaid) 1 confeſs, a Man ſhould not Affirm © 
that which he hath no Reaſon for. — |||" 
But roſe up as one Diſcontented, and. 
gave no further Anſwer. "= 

Mr. P. I pray you let me be more fr 
inwardly acquainted with the State of|Þ|£! 
your Soul, I 

Mr. child. The Wrath of God is 
kindled, and burns within me. — It is 
impoſſible for you to imagine my Tor- 


| 


| 
ment; and this is but an earneſt Penny 1 
O © 


: 
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of my eternal Damnation. — I have 
yor {Guile enough upon me to fink Seven» 
» officeen Kingdoms, and I know the Earth 
would open its Month, and ſwallow | 
hatme vp alive, like Cærah, Pathan, and A.- 
ablel “m, were it not that God hath re- 
ſerv'd me to be a more publick Specta· 
youl cle of his Anger and Diſpleaſure, both 
to to Angels and Men, God hath taken 
away my Talent, and the Influence of 
the Divine Spirit bath altogether left 
me; | can neither Pray, nor deſire o- 
his thers to Pray for me; my Heart is 
his perfectly Harden'd. 
Mr. P. Could you Wiſh that thoſe 
he thet have an Intereſt in God, ſhould 
im prove it for you? 
n, Mr. Child. Row ſhould I, when I 
m cannot defire Jeſus Chriſt to Pray for 
a me ? I am now out of Hopes, for the 
nd Prayers of the Godly are recorded a- 
gainſt me. (Floods of Tears flowing 
from his Eyes.) Dear-bought Experi- 
of [ence hath taught me, that it is not a 
ſmall thing to trifle with the great Con- 
is cerns of Religion and Eternity, as moſt 
is Men account it. I have made a God 
r- of this World, and neglected God and 


— 
2 


Jeſus Chriſt ; and therefore theſe things 
f 25 ale 
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are juffiv come upon me. 3 
have been a looſe and car. ye! 
nal Profeſſor ; and if I were in the 

Place of God, I ſhould mete the ſame ne. 
Meaſute that God doth to me. My 
| |Calamity is even at the Door, ande. 
all men in a little time will juſtifieſÞ , 


(God's dealing with me. ol 
; Mr, P. I pray explain your ſelf in|[[wit 
» [theſe thiogs. | 


Mr. Child. ( Evading farther Diſ Ee 
courſe } you ſhall-have the full Account! 
| [oft in Print. Bn 
His Wife ſid, Who ſhall Print it? Her 
Mr. P. Reply'd, I ſuppoſe he intends [elf 
ſome Signal Impreſſion by Divine! 
Vengeance. No! 
Mr. Child. Though what you havefj | 
ſaid is true, yet it is not what 1 intended; Piel 
for I have reſolved to give the World an tled 
Account of my Condition in a Printed, \\ 
Paper. an 

Mr. P's. Friend, This is an hum- 
bling Diſpenſation, that you are ex- n. 
er cis'd under. ot 

Ar. Childs An humbling Diſpenſa- h. 
tion, do you call it ! I tell you it 15 a 
ſbaraning Diſpenſation, and 1 feel it tr 


1 * 
Mr. 
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Mr. E. V. I hope there is mercy 
r- yet reſerved for you. 
he Mr. Child. 1 ktncw I ſhall have 
nel mercy, ſuch as the Damned have. 1 
y do highly juſtiſie God in his dealings with 
dne. 
fell Another then preſckt, cry'd out. O 
your jaltifying the dealings of God 
in wich you, is 2 gonad Sign, 
My. Child. Grd can open the mouths of 
if) Reprobates to juſtifie his Proceedings. 
ark Mr. 7. I hope that God will appear 
| in a way of Mcrcy to your Soul, if 
> | you fincerely and heartily apply your 
as elt to him. 
ine] Mr. Child. The moſt Judicious Men 
| now, that I am a a:ztned and loſt Man. 
1 Mr. F. (Walking with him in the 
a ; ields) You ſeem now to be more ſet- 
an|Ficd in your mind, 
Mr. Child. Though nv c 
an yield me Peace or Con:jort, yet 
im- Ve Violence of m)] Terments admits of 
ex · me [ntermiſſuuns 5 and therefore I am 
ot fo ſenſibly affiified at all Times, if 
had but ſuch a Senſe of my Sin, as J 
git to have, I ſhould burſt aſjunder, 
( like Judas ) 1% Exircmity toward, 


y ſe H. | 
Mr. L f 71 ſr ' 
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| Mr. P. What nean you by that % 
Paſſage (blaſpheming his Tabernacle 8 


in your Letter to Mr. J. 0 
Mr. Child By it / intended Fe troach. ' 
ing and Scan /alizing the Church. | to 


ſ Mr. P. (Tokigg the Letter out of! a. 
bis Pocket) Do * | 
of this Letcer ? 


4 0wn the Contents! 


Mr. Child. Tes, and it was written hin 
by me, as with the Pen of a ready Writer 
I would fain believe, but all Power | 


taken away from me: h 
Mr. P. I have diſconrs'd with Mi b 


M. about your Caſe, and it his Opi — 
nion, that a Recantation is your |! c 
Step in Order to Peace in your Mindy | 

and ſpoke it with much Concern for » 
your Soul. vd 
Mr. Child. (Shedding many Test * 


aad expreſting a paſſionate Inquiry) . 
! fk 


PP I—_—7 oy 


— — 
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this true, that he is cencern d for me? 
By which Expreflion, with the manner 
of it, Mr. P. collected that it gave 
ſome eaſe to the Mind of Mr. Cbila, 
to have his Condition entertain'd in ſuch 
a Miniſter's Thoughts. 


latermiſſions : 


This was the Sum of all Ch“, Diſ- 
courſe at that time, which left him 
fill beclouded, and diſtracted in his 
Underſtanding, but not without ſome 
But as the Servants 
of God are always ready to reliere the 
Diſtreſſed, ſo Mr. Child wanted not 
the Company of good and gracious Souls 
to condole his Caſe, and adviſe with. 
Soon after Mr. P's taking his Leave, ſe- 
reral Friends came, aud one of 'em ask'd 
him, How is it with you, Sic? 


Jam in great Coafuſion, and Diſ 
order in my Spiit (id he,) I 
have ſinned againſt ſo much Grace, 
that I am without hopes ot receiving 
Mercy. 

Oh, ſaid they, if your Trouble is 
in reſpect of the Buck which you 
have Written, wiereby you have 
done ſo much Injury to the Suffer- 
lug People of God, the beſt way we 
EA can 


— ——_ 
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can advife you to, is to free Your 


Conſcience from Guilt, will be 15 
make your Repentance and Recan. 


7. 19. 


when I think of doing it, I can do| 
nothing, There ere three things 
which are a great Burden to me; my 
Sin againſt God, which is Impardona- 
ble; my Sin agaiuſt God's People; and 
another thing. | 
What is that other thing? cryed 
they, To which he made no Anſwer. 
Do you think that impardonzble fi 
you mentioned, is the Sin againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt ? | 
cannot tell, ſaid he. | | 
Was what you did done malictoully} 
againſt God, Chriſt, and the Holy 
Spirit, and God's People, faid his 
Friends ? 
He reply'd, No, | 
Then (added they) it may comfor- 
tably he concluded, you bave not ſin- 
nes e in, and therefore you may 
| 


fins Frcyuravement from the com- 
fortable} 


tation as Publick as your Sin is, 7. 


— — — — 


He reply?d, I muſt confeſs | and! 
greatly indebted to the Publick, but || 
| am fo Confuſed in my Mind, that 
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ſortable Wores of Chriſt, viz. that all 
other Sins and Blaſphemies may be for- 
'ojiven you: Conſider the Inſtances of 
| David, Manaſſeh, Peter, Paul, and the 
Jews, Who were Guilty of Crucifying 
our Saviour, and imprecated the 
Guilt of bis Blood upon their Children, 
to whom yet our Saviour in his rich 
mercy commands his Diſciples firſt 
to preach the Goſpel. Is your Con⸗ 
dition worſe than theirs ? It may be 


your Endeavonurs heretofore, too 


urch to advance Free-will, and the 
power of the Creature, may be one 


thus to fall. 
Yon have hit it, Sirs, cry'd he, I 
once thought there was a power in 


| cannot pray; the Lord hath taken a- 
way the Gift of Prayer from Me —— 
have no deſire after any thing that 
is good, I cannot repent, 


O (ſaid they ) Chriſt is exalted to 


| 
| 


reaſon why the Lord permitted you, 


{ 


man, but now I fird it otherwiſe, for 


be a Prince and a Saviour to pive re- 


Shall we now pray for you ? 
He anſwer'd, Yes. 


e „ „ ˙ 


pentance and remiſſion of Sins, ——— * 


E 3 Then 
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Then one of the Company prayed :; fer 
and upon parting, Mr. Child thanked 
nem for their Viſit, and ſaid to this 1 
Effect; — All this will make agaluſt « 
me. 162 
Then ſome more Company came, th; 
ard faid to him, (as Phy ficiaus vilt. rap 
ing their Patients, ſo Friends one that MI * 
is won'ded in Spirit, erquire what 8 in 
the cauſe of his Grief.) We pray you de 
declare your mind herein ----- To this do 
for about half an Hour they could oh- ſa 
tain no anſwer. (adding) That Pau fe 
endeavoured to recover ſuch again as - 
had fallea from an Article of Faith, i 
without which they could not be ſa— ” 
ved, and counſched others in Meck- 0 
| neſs to inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe them- 
ſelves, if God peradventure would I] |% 


|oive them Repentance to the acknoy'- it 
ledgement of the Truth. What do |, 
you think of Spira's Condition? fe 
Spira's Condition, ſaid he, was no- 
thing to mine; for Wrath is come, E 


and coming on me to the utmoſt, be- 
cauſe I have forſaken that which | 
have believed to be true ; to embrace n 
that which I knew to be falſe, thro 
| \flaviſh fear to keep my ſelf from Sut: 
| fe rings. 


— E I 


Eſtate of John Child. 89 

—[W [feriogs. ---- 1 ſought to be great in the 

0 World, but God croſt me therein in 

amy, Defigns : And ſince the Hand of 

7 God hath been upon me, my Spirit 

hith often times riſen againſt God, 

R that gave me Nonriſhmens by Food 
1 


and Sleep. (Aud looking to the Ciel- 
ing, ſaid,) 1 ſee as it were a little Light, 
thro' a Cranney, or Creviſe, as if I would] | 
'Y [defire to pray. (Then Tears came 
down his Cheeks abundantly, and he 
ſaid) If it would pleaſe God to mani- 
feſt himſelf io me, I ſhould be ſuck a 
Monument of Mercy as never was in! 
the World, to be a Warning to all| '! | 

f 

' 

* 


others. 
Then they added, It's the Apoſtle's 
_ F [Counſel], that we confeſs our Faults] + 
one to another, and pray one for ano- i ' 
ther, that we may be healed. 
He reply'd with Tears in his Eyes, 
cannot get this baſe Heart to open it 
ſelf farther. 
Then they preſs'd him, ſaying, Shall“ 
we pray for you ? 4 
7 No, no, no, cry'd he. BY 
It's deſired, ſaid they, you would} * 
ſet down in Writiag the Heads ot your | 

chief Trouble. 
3 3 


| 
Tol 


| 
| 
inform me, I ſhould not believe it. 
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8 hich he anſwer'd, I did write 


had done, I deſtroyed it;: 
R yed eit; and here h 
left of, and mid no more. ; 


ſomething to that effect; but when ]! 


A while after he was again viſited 
by Mr. K. and ſome others, to whom | 
he ſid, I had a turn in my Spirit the |. 
laſt Week, as a Reſult of that wam|l 


Diſcourſe I had with you and Mr. Col. 
lings, concerning the Emineacy and 


it is now gone again. 


Grace. 
| Mr. Child, I regard iniquity in my! 
Heart. and God will not hear my Pray. 
er. (Aud faid to another ) If Gd 
inould ſend an Angel from Heaven to 


Crying ont, O I cangot pray. | 
Mr. W. How can you fo long as 
you have a Lie in your Right-hand ?. 
Retract what you have done publickly, 
Heart to pray. j 

Mr. Child, (To Mrs. A.) How de- 
plorable a thing a is this, that [| who 
have Preached ſo much of the Glory 
of another World, ſhould now be de. 


prived 


Sovereignty of the Grace of God, but 


Mr. X Implore again the Throne of | | 


or elſe you cannot expect to have an 


J— Do ſvch Thoughts always attend 


Jon? 


umes. 


Mr. Child. Ves he can; or elſe I 


| take 


— —w.. 
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| prived of it all! You will as ſurely 
ſee me damned, as you now ſee me 


ſtand here. | 
Mrs. M. Have you no Intermiſſion ? 


Mr. Child. 1 have Intermiion fome- 


Mrs. . Do you think that God can- 
got fave you. 


might deſire to be in Hei] immediately. 
| Mrs, AM. Do you think God will not 
ſave you ? 

| Mr. Child, 1 cannot believe that he! 
will. 

Mrs. A. What is the cauſe of all this 
Trouble? 

Mr. Child. That curſed Book. 

Being at one Mr C's, in Diſcourſe 
concerning Francis Spira, Mr. Child ſaid, 
am an hundred times a greater Sinner 
than Spira, a thoufand times ten thou- 
{and times, yea, an hundred thouſand 
mes a greater Sinner than he. 

Mr. C. Do you love me? 

Mr. Child. I love you. (And taking 
Mr. C. by the Hand, ſaid) 1 conjure; 
hee by the eternal God, that thon 
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take care of my Wife and Children 
would give ten thouſand Worlds for 
a God, and often----- Oh, what an un- 
godly Family have I ! Husband cannot] 
pray, Wife cannot pray, Children 
cannot pray, dervants cannot pray !þ 
While others are ſerving their God. 
we do nothing. ö 

Other Friends giving him a Vikit,|þ 
ask'd if they ſhould pray with him? 

Mr. Child. No, it is too late. — The 
Company of good Men are a Burden to me. 

T hey preſt him to publiſh Repen - 
tance for his Book that had caus'd him 
fo much Trouble. | 

Mr. Child. 7 ſometime thought ſol 
to do; but I am fo conſus d and con 
founded in my Mind, that 1 know mth 
what t do, I can do nothing to fur 
poſe, 
Mr. L. (Offering him ſome gocdy 
Counſel, and he returning no Anliver, 
ſaid) Do you think what 1 {peak is 


| what we ſay ? 1 
| Mr. Child. There is not only cn 
in what yen ſay. to raiſe 4 Alan eon 
Earth to Heaven, but from Hell to Hea- 


ven, unleſs ſuch a one as 1, a0 have 4 
He ar 


—_— 


— — — 


infignificant ? Is there no Weight ig 
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Heart of a Devil.—— ] have no Heart 
to read or pray all ;Goodis departed from me, 
Mr. Child being ask'd how it was 
with him, anſwer'd, very ill 
Mr. 24. Mean you in Body or“ 
Mind ? 1 
Whereat he walk'1 r aud down th 


Prom mery Df e  m 


1 


aon n 

Mr. M. 84 
ſo much dow Aa 
Salvation is not tiom « 
from above. 

Mr. Child Fel, I would |, 

ward, but ] cannot. To another he 4. d, 
that helliſh Book w uld Ruin him in Body, 
and Soul, 

' Ancther ſaid, the Learned Dr. 
Tm, in his Vinditie Grotiz, confeſ- 
ſes there were Depths in the Con- 
troverſie between Calviniſts and Ar- 
minians, which he could not Fathom, 
jet he believed the Truth againſt the 
Arminiaus. 

Mr. Child. Oh I thong bt: coula 
rave Dived to the Bottom of it, by 
Parti, but 1 ſee I cannot ! And then, 
and at many other times, ſaid, ——1 am 
froken in Judgment; 1 have no Conſi- 


1 . . feency 


— ee 


| 
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Fency in my ſelf;, I am loſt; there ae: 
Hope, no Hope. 

Another Fiend, preſent with him, 
bed mention'd and turn'd to Proy, 1. 
25, 26, Te have ſet at nought all my 
Counſel, and would none of my Reproof; 
J alſe will Laugh at your Calamity, I will 
Mc when your Fear cometh. | 
Mr. Child took the Bible, put his Fin- 
ger on the place, ſhew'd it to us, and 
faid, That's my Portion. 

Mr. P. Speaking to Mr. Child con- 
cer ning Redemption ard Forgiveneſs, 
through Faith in the precious Blood of 
Chriſt, and exhorting him to truſt to 
it, Mr. Child anſwer'd, 

O I cannot reachit! I cannot come at 
it — Again (with adeep Sigh ) ſaid, 
The black Tokens of Reprobation are upon 
me. 

Mr. — Yon are oblig'd to ſtoop to 
the Sovereignty ot God. 
| Adr. Child. Oh, I cannet, I would be 


nal bleſſed Being, and I ſure never to ene 
bim Thai there ſhould be an cternal 
Math and Puniſhment, and 1 ſure to 4 
under it! — I ſhall be an eternal Mo- 
nument of the Wrath of God ! 


3 
— 


Ln 
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| above him! O that there ſhould be an eter-\ 1 


Eſeate of John Child. 
Thus he ſpun his Thread of Life, 


with great ReluQancy, Fear, Horror, 


Torment and Anguiſn; and what is 
worſt of all, in Deſpair of the mercy 
of God; ſo that he became an Object, 
not only of Piry, but for Atheiſts to 


ſtand and admire, and tremble at : 


And ſo he liv'd, contemning the Ad- 
vice of Divines and Phyſicians, 'till the 
i5th of October, 1614, when he moſt 
miſerably became his own murderer, 
by Banging himſelf in his Dwelling- 
Houſe, in Spittle-Fields, London. 
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TE HE 


Irreligious Life, and Miſera— 
ble Death of 


Mr. George Edwards, 
Late of Strat{ord by Bow, in the Conn. 


Jan. the 4th, 1703. 


. 


H E following Relation be- 
ing in is ſelf fo full a Te. 
kd ſtimony of God's Judg- 
mea upon Atheiſm and| 
lafidelity, we hope the 
Reader will beware of a Looſeneſs in 


an, that this Land, where the Golpel 
flows like Milk and Honey, may never| 
produce the like terrible Iaſtance, 35 
this Fawards among us, of whom [owl 
going to give the following Aon. | 


_—_—#u-. 
—_IcK 1 


— 


| ty of Efex, who murder'd himſelf, 


Religion, and the Offices of a Chriſti- 


1- 


| As for his Birth it was at Plaſtow, in 


—— — — 
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the Year 1661, where he was Educa-| hh 
ted by his Parents with ſomething off 
strictneſs; until he arriv'd to Years of 
Maturity, when he marry'd a young 
Gentlewoman of a good Fortune, and 
a vertucus and godly Diſpoſition. His 
Father dying, left him a competent K-| 
ſtate, with which for ſeveral Years, he 
carried on his Trade with great Dili- 
gence, and appear'd to be one of good 
Natural Parts, in all his Converſation.) 5 


—— As to his Religion, he profeſs' dd. 
none; and that which he ſeemingly ad- 
her'd to, was of the hurch of England, | 
to which he very ſeldom reſorted, 

He had, no doubt, kept Company 
with ſome modern Atheiſts, which at 
firſt ſtagget'd him, and threw him ſelf 
upon a Belief, that A Things came by] W 
Nature; and that what Chriſtians call! 
the Providence of God, was purely Ac. 
cident and Chance. —— Theſe Noti-| 
ons thus imbib'd, led him to a voluptu- wi 
ous and ſenſual Life; and conſequent- 
ly devoted him to an Atheiſtical Con- 
verſation. i 

His | 


— 
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His Mind thus confus'd, muſt needs 
meet witha hurry of diſtracted Thong bis, 
which, indeed, was too viſibly ſcen in 
him, by his pious Wife, after he had 
daily ſlept off tte Fumes of exceſſive 
Drinking. 

In this Courſe of Life he liv'd a con- 
ſiderable Time, to the great Grief of 
his godly Wife, who then lay under a 
great Uneaſineſs for the Welfare of his 
immortal Soul, 

In the Year 1698, his pious Conſort 
grew {9 Reſtleſs at the Thovghts of his 
deplorable Condition, that ſhe reſoly'd 
to Conſult ſome Divine about him. In 
order thercto, ſhe thought none more 
proper to unboſome her Thoughts to, 
than that eminent Divine, the Reve- 
rend Mr. Jobn Smith, Vicar of Weſtham;, 
a Man of extenſive Charity, and great 
Learning, 

And ſince this painful Divine has 
given the World a large Account ct 
this Tragedy, in a Book lately Printed 


(hl! not pretend to give any other Rela 
tion of this miſerable Man, than what 1: 
owing to tlie ſaid Book, for which the 
World muſt be indebicd to Mr. Venn, 


who. 


by Mr. Brown, without Temple-Bar, We! 
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kor he believ'd, all things came by 


N 


abo, through a Deſire of Good, gene- 
touſly gave leave to our Publiſhing it 
in tis manner. 

To proceed then, we will begin with 
the firſt Diſcovery of Mr. F4wards's 
Caſe, in the Reverend Mr. Smith's own 
Words. 

A Bout the Year 1628, his Wife came 

to me, lamenting his Caſe, and de- 
firing that I would take ſome conveni- 
ent Time to Diſcourſe with him about 
his Opinions. —— I told her, I would. 
And, a few Months after, diſcours'd 
bim in my Garden to this effect: 


Mr. Edwards. J hear you have em- 
brac'd ſome very odd Opinions, It 
is faid, You do not Believe there is a- 
of God, or that we have immortal 
souls. Is it fo, or not ? I ſhall diſco- 
rer nothing to your Prejudice, but en- 
prove to ſatisfy you, it I can. 

He anſwer'd, He had ſich Thoughts ; 


Nature, and that when we Dy'd, there! 


ere in the World, as they always had 
deen, and ſo they would continue for 
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vas an End of us; and that Things 


ver, 


— — 


— — 


| 


| 


ö 
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Jask'd him, What he meant by Na. 
ture ? And faid to him, Look up- 
on theſe Plants ; they muſt have a 
Maker, they could not come of them- 
ſelves ; and do not you ſee great Wi. 
dom and Contrivance in the various 
Colours, and curious Compoſure of 
the Parts of every one of them? It 


is impoſſible that they ſhould be the Ef. 


feats of Chance, or of a blind Pricci- 
ple ; and therefore, if by Nature, you 
mean an univerſal Power, or Being, that 
acts with Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 'tis 


but another Name for God 
As to your ſaying, That Things are 


in the World as they always have been; 
Do not you ſee, that there is in the 
World a continual Succeſſion of Cauſes, 
and Effects? Is it not plain, that no- 
thing can make it ſelf ? 1s it not viſt 
ble every Day, that one thing proceeds 
from another? That your Son is Be- 
gotten by you, as you were by your 


Father? And, that none of your Pro- 


genitors was any more able to make 
himſelf, than you were to make your 
ſelf ? From whence it clearly follows, 
That there muſt have been one Firſt in 


every Kind. There muſt have * þ 
IV 
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; Move parted. But in a few Weeks he 
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firſt Man form'd by the Supreme Be-. 
hg; and conſequently Things are not 
in the World as they always were, but 
had Beginning from G O D, the Inde- 

ndent Cauſe and Creator of all; and 
fo, they muſt have an End, ſince the 
ame G O D, has declared they hal) 
and therefore will not continue for ev- 
ir, as they are. 

Then I ſaid, As to your ſelf, Do 
jou think there is notbing about you but 
Fleſh, Blood, and Bones ? 
| He anſwer'd, No, not he. 
| Lask'd, What is that which Thinks 
and Contrives ; Conſiders and Exa- 
mines; Which Argues and Diſputes, 
Cc. Is this nothing but Matter? 

He ſaid, he could not tell; he thought 
not, 

Upon which I lent him a Volume of 
Dr. Scot, about the Being of God, and 
the ſhort Method with the Peiſts, de- 
ir'd him to peruſe them carefully, and| 


return'd with them again, and ſaid, 1 
have read them all over, they are as well 
Written as ſuch Books can be; the Au- 
hors of them are Learned Men, but 
cannot Convince me; I cannot Believe. 
] 


 D— 
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me 


K ORs » of 

I ſaid, among other things, Wha d & 
vou think of Scripture ? Do not aue 
believe the Truth -f that? : fat 
| Hah, ( repiyd ve Grant that, andre 
Grant all. If Scripture be proved tf; 
| be of Divice Author icy, then a! your * 
Religion follows, and al] Doctriues ate Mu 
; eaſily Accountahle: us 

Ther /i I. What have you to ſiy a. Hf jt 


gainſt the Aniiquiry, and Divine Ay dle « 
thorit / of ihe Holy Scriptures, which An 


| have been d 1 ver d to us ith ſuch an him 
unanimous and conſtans Tradition of on v 
its Divine Original, that ic was Weit- uer 


ten in ihole Times, and by tlioſe inſpi. "Þ 
red Perſons it pretends to? hef 
He ſaid, There were many Ifi.poitorsMe + 
in the World; — that the Bocks ef 
Scripture might be Written in Dark c 
Times, and fo get Authority by De-Bijey 
grees. Belides ( continu'd he) the Ire. oc 
teſtants and Papiſts, Lutheran and Can 
viniſti, zccuſe one another of Cortip- . 
ting the Scripture, and of many Fault 
in their Tranſlations ; and he could not My, 
tell what was was True. ha 

1 told him, That theſe were meer 
Conjectures and Cavils ; That tho' fe. Ned 


veral Parties accus'd one another 4 | 
| 


is 


— 
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of Faults in there Trapſlatiges the 
0:iginal Hebrew ard Greek could not 
ke proved to have been Corrupted”; 
A our Engliſh Travſſhations were as 
fx: & es any extant ; and thar the Bible, 
tho! ſome of it was near 4000 Years 
handing, had all the Characters of 


us With all the Proofs and Evidence 
of its Truth, that a Writing was capa- 
ble of, Cc. 

And here I began to examin what led 
im to theſe Atheiſtical Opinions. Up- 
om which he reply'd haſtily, Why, 
there is ſcarce aay I fee that Believes 
t; — For, if People did really Belicve' 
beſe things, would they Live as they 
fo? If ſuch and ſuch zealous Diſſenters 
lid indeed Believe that there was a 
GOD, and Judgment to come, would 
they be ſo Falſe and Knaviſh, ſo Hy- 
pocritical and Malicious, Implacable 
nd Uncharicable, Fittious, and World- 
lf? If ſuch and ſuch conſftane Church 


en Cid in Truth Believe their Creed, 


ould they be ſo Intemperate and Pro- 
are; fo Senſual, Debauct'd, and 
eius ? For my part, it I Belie. 
fed there was a God; cher the Scrip- 


cute 


Truth ard Sincerity, and was herded 


| 


ture is his Word ; that our Souls ar 


and an Hell, I ſhould live quiteotherwiſe 
This, 1 confeſs, was a ſmart and 
ſurprizing Anſwer, and bears very 
hard upon wicked Men of all Parties 
whoſe unchriſtian Lives contradict th 

holy Faith they profeſs. — But ha 
E anſwer'd him to this, and brough 
him to confeſs, that there were ſom 
Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Religion 
whoſe Life and Converſation were A 
greeable io their Profeſſion, and tha 
thoſe who did not Live up to it, woult 
be Angry if he ſhould ſay, they Believ'd 
no God, &c. 

Among other Queſtions, ſaid | 
Pray what Bocks do you Read? lem: 
| fraid ſome bad Authors have put the 
Notions into your Head, 

He ſaid, No, I have very good Books 
amongſt the reſt, Judge Hales Origins 
tion of Mankind, and Biſhop Wilkr 
Natural Religion. 

Theſe, ſ:id l, are very good Books 
read them attentivelj and impartial) 
and I do not doubt but they give you 
Satisfaction. 


) 


| 


— . 
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Immortal; and that there is an Heavedl; 
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Ir [Thave read them, (ſaid he) and there 
ei, abundance of Learning in them, but 


I told him, he muſt he Content with 
och Evidence as the Nature of things 
wil bear, Cc. — After which, I ſaid, 


thEPray to God to enlightea your Mind, 
ha but — (C recalling my ſelf) how can 
oh zou Pray, that do not Believe? He 
mere me a dejeted Look, and then 


took his Leave. 
| The firſt Sunday in Set. 17500, He 
cmeto the Communion with bis Brew- 
WI er'sFrock,and dirty Neckcloth,unknown 
10 me at firſt ; he ſnarch'd the Bread out 
of my Aſſiſtant's Hand's and ſtood up. 
pointed to him to Kneel, which he did, 
ſaying, Mut I Kneel ? When | came 
#)'h the Cup to theſe Words, L Drink 
ths J he ſuddenly caught hold of rhe 
Cop, and cry'd, So 4 will, i it be good, 
a eod would have drank it all, had uot I 
bieder d. This Action ſtruck me with 
Horror. When Communion was over, 
ks Ide carry'd away two Books from the 
Communion Rails, and threw them in- 


Vo an Hedge, but afterwards gave them 
io the Owner, 


it does not Convince me. | 


* 


1 
— 


bh The miſer ble Death of 
The next Day 1 went to him and 
Reprov'd him to ſuch a Degree, that 


he Mutter'd, Bluſh'd, and apreardM Bi 
Diforder'd. In the Evening he eame Hals 
to me, and acknowledg'd his Fault, rise 
and ſcem'd ſorry for it, But percei-Mhimſ 
ving him ſtill to ſtick to his former O- nd 
pinions, I deſir'd him to write down|Mud | 
what Objections he had, that I might N 


anſwer them; to which he conſented, Hud 
and ſo partcd. | rem 

On the ↄth of Sept. 1700, Mr. EA. ¶ xbo 
wards brought me a Paper written with und 
his own Hand, which treated, Of Chur 
Being, or not Being of Cd; the Eternity ait 
of tre World, and, The Origination, ad ber; 
Eternity of Man, At the latter End of MW vill 
Which, was his owa Belict, viz. 7 at coat 
the World is Eternal, and of Alaiter, ex-\Mipeai 
iſtirg without any more Power than 1 latter Orir 
and Motion; and that all Men go to their nela 
Mot her, the Eartb, and there End. (WM vith 
| To which Paper, I writ him an An. Nu 
ſwer, Sept. 18 1700. in which! tron lon. 
him with all the Tenderncſs and Plain. . T 
neſs I could, Upon this I was told| Jim 
chat he had been heard to ſay, A0 Wind 
ATHEIST! 1 do not believe there, tion 


really any ſuch Perſon , for there 5 | jt C 
i 
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Yeu of Senſe, who conſt ders Things, but 
nuſt acknowledge a Diity. 
| But he was only brought to that fear- 
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five away ſuch Thoughts, addicted 
timſelf to lewd and vicious Courſes, 
ind kept Company with baſe Women, 
id had gotten the foul Diſeaſe. 

Not long after this, he was Queſti- 
on'd before the Honourable Sir G. N. 
'Wipon the account of a naughty Woman, 
. .bo was ſeen to go into*his Houſe one 
Sunday, when all his Family was at 
„e cturch, but never ſeen, to come out 
ain, as if he had murder'd and hid 
her ; but as this went no farther, we 
vill leave it, and rce:ura to him, who 
continued to iun on ta lafdelity, Im- 
penitence, and Drunkennels. lo his 
Drink he was Mad, and out of it, in 4 
nelancholly deſpairing Condition, not- 
nthſtanding all the Endeavours his Re- 
ations and others us'd for his Conver- 
ton. 

„ Thus he burry'd away his Precious 
dime, 'till his Ef ate became mortgap'd, 
0 ja his Affairs ran backwards; the 


ful State, to Fear and Tremble; and, to 


N r of which, with the Ha trrors 


n Conſcience for ditowni; ap bis Ma- 
ker 


„ C7 
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ker, and living a prophane, debavc!i'd 
Life, threw him iato extream Deſyzir 
{with a convinc'd Underſtanding, by 
void of Faith. 

Thus he continu'd *till the beginnige 
of January, 1704, when having ſet uf 
all Day on Saturday at the Aic-houſe 


lancholly Humours, as he us'd to 1 
after Drinking. On the Tueſaay (6 
lowing, he bid his Wife go to n 
about the Concerns of their Brew-houfl 
there: In the mean time he ſhut him 
ſelf up in a Chamber, kindled a Fire 
And prepared things for his moſt un 
natural and wicked Deſign upon hi 
own Life. When his Wife came hom 
bout Noon, ſhe went up to the Chan 
ber-Door, and knock'd ; after a K hilt 
he ask'd, Who is there? Slie antwer'd 
Tis I; will you come down to Dinner? H 
ſaid, No Child; go down, I cannot ea ! 
Day. She went down, and atter 

while ſent up the Maid, and bid he 
look in, if ſhe could, and ſee what he 
was doing. The Maid went up, an 
juſt as ſhe came to the Door, the Gun 
went off. 1 


he kept on Sunday at home, in his mel 


| 


Mr. George Edwards. 109 
He had kept the Door barr'd till 


now, but having prepar'd all thiugs for 


ir, he unbarr'd it juſt as he went to 
40 his own Execution, which was in 


this manner: 
dd 


— V 


— 


% 
— 


\ 
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He had a Musket, a Fowling⸗ Piece, 
1 ſcru'd Barre] Gun; the Muſſels of 
theſe he had rais'd upon a Wooden- 
Horſe, and planted Two of them to 
his Head, and one to bis left Side; 
and having ſtript himſelf to his Shirt 
and Breeches, laid himſelf down cloſe 
to them, and ſetting with an hot [ron 
Fire to a Train of Powder, they went 
off at once, and murder'd him in a Mo- 
(MENT, 


# G2 Here 


( 


i 


tio The miſtrable Death of c. 
Here-was ine dreadfal End of his A. 


and Impiety. In this horrib'e manner; 
did he cut off his Life and Hopes at 
one Blow, and, without any Fear of 
God, or Regard to the Good of bis 
Soul, Jaunch'd out into an unalterable 
Eternity. | 


A farther Account of Gods [e-' 
vere Tudgments 07 ſeveral? 


other Apoſtates. 


| 
IN the whole Bonk of God there is 


not a more grievous or terrible 
* 5 9 | 
Threatning pronounc'd on an; Sin, than 


againſt Apoſtacy ; that is, a wiltvl fal- 
ing, away from the Truths of the Go, 
pel manifeſted unto us; or when Fer- 
ſons for Fear of Men, Temptations of 
Gain, or Preferment, Tompliauce with 
the Faſhions of a vain wicktd World, 
or any other Carnal Motive, make Ship: 
wreck of a good Conſcience, and toriake 
that true Faith which they once pro- 


feſs'd, and trample nder Foot thoſe | 
hl: ied 


— 


— 


theiſm, and lufidelity, his Irreligion | 


—— — — — 
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bleſſed and pure Inſtitutions of Chriſt, 
which they have been partakers of, who 
can Read without Trembling, or Con- 
der without Horror, thoſe repeated, 
poſitive, and aſtoniſhing Determinations 
of God himſelf, by the unerring Pen of 
his Apoſtle ? It is impoſſible for thoſe 
who were once enlighined, and have 
nſted of the heavenly Gift, and were 
made part kers of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
have zafted the good Word of God, and 
the Power of the World to come, if 
they (hall fall away, to renew them again 
unto Repentance, ſeeing they crucity to 
themſelves the Son ot God afreſh, and 
put him to an open Shame, © Heb. G. 4. 
and 20. 37. I we ſin wilfully, after that we 
vave receiv'd the knowledge of the Truth, 
there remameth no more Sacrifice for Sin, 
bat a fearful looking for of Judgment, 
and fiery Indignation, which ſhall devour 
the Adverſaries. 

But beſides the dreadful Sentence ſuch 
Backfljders are to expect from the great 
Tribunal, divine Vengeance often inflicts 6 
ſignal Judgments on them, even here ou 
Earth, Therefore to the foregoing Hi- | 
ories, we ſhall add the following re- 
markable Examples. 


_ a 


1. The 


— 
* 
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1, The Emperor Julian, for his Re- 
volt from Chriſtianity, infamouſly Fa- 
mous to all Generations, by the name 
of Apoſtate, was bred up in the Chriſtian 
Faith, and for his Learning admitted to bill 
be a Reader in the Church of Nicodemia, | Wit V 
afterwards being Seduced by certain ade 
Pagan Sophiſters, turn'd Heathen, and MW!) 
by various ſubtile Arts, endeavonr'd io Wer 
root out the chriſtian Religion, but ne- er's 
ver after he had declar'd bimſelf ſuch HIte. 
| [a Renegado, proſper'd in any of his Un- ant 
derta kings. At laſt, in an unfortunate 3. 
Expedition againſt the Pe ins, being WY P 
ſhot with an Arrow by an unknoun am 
Souldier, receiv'd his own Blood, guſh- Hoy 
Ing out of the Wourd, into the Palm of Wl l 
his Hand, and in a deſpairing Malice a- Wine 
gainſt Chriſt, flung it up co'ards Htav- s 
en, ſayinp, Viciſſi tandem Galilre ! A eil 
laſt thou hat been tos hard for me, O Ca- aud 
litean ! So the wicked Wrerch was ud en 
in Scorn 10 call the bleſſed Jeſus ; and ie 
thus died in all reſpects moſt miſgrabte. not 

2. To deſcend to latter Times, Her- e 
ry of Bullen, K. of Navarre, ( Father of WV 
Henry the IVih) educated in the Refor- fac 
med Religion, being inveiglcd with the Hs 
imaginary Hopes of the Crown of S [IV 


Ata, 
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5% and the Provinces of the Spaytara, 
eit the Proteſtants both in Profeſſion, 
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nd Perſon, and became a Perſecutor 
fthoſe whoſe Protector he was: But 
#hilſt his ambitious Hopes upon Spain, 
ie was deprived of his own Crown; 
Wind God in Juſtice (who never leaves 
Wy, that firſt leaves not him) gave him 
wer to an immature 2nd violent Death, 
or a Bullet took him off within his own 
Trenches, beſeiging the poor Prote- 
ſtants in Roar, 

3. Henry the 14th, his Son, how ma- 
ty pitch'd Batiles did he Fight, and yet 
came off both with Safety and Victory? 
how many Dangers did he eſcape, even 
to Admiration, whilſt he kept firm to 
the Proteſtant Religion, in which he 
was bred, and continued at Diſtance 
FI:n the Pope? But when for politick 
and worldly Reſpects, he taſted the 
ame ſower Grapes, which ſet his Fa- 
ther's Teeth on edge; and for fear of 
not getting firm Poſſeſſion of Paris, 
would rather hazard Paradiſe; and, a- 
gainſt the Dictates of his Conſcience, to 
facilitate and eſtabliſh (as he thought) 
bis Seat in the Throne of France, baſe- 
ly comply'd, and in Hypocriſy ſuffer'd 
3 G 4 | bimſelf 


* 2 


} 

! 

| 
- 

| 

' 


| 
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himſelf io be formally reconcil'd to the 
Church of Rome, did not long ſurvive 


this High-Treaſon againſt the King off 
kings: For firſt a young Jeſwr with a 
Dagger ſtruck him into the Mouth ( aÞ 
fair Warning on thoſe Lips which had 
#renounc'd the Truths of his Redeemer) N. 
and ſtil] perſiſt ing without Repentacce, 
ſoon after a Popiſh Raviliac ſtab'd him to 
the Heart, in his Coach, as be was paſ- Þ 


fing over the new Bridge at Paris. 
Mareſchal Turenne had liv'd T hreeſcore 
Communion, but at laſt, by I kiow not | 


(contrary to the Reſolution of holy T0 
ſycarpus, who being tempted to Apoſta- 
cy, anſwer'd, Theſe eighty Tears have I; 


| 


ſerv'd Chritt, and never wanted any 


thing, and I will never now forſake fo good 


ana indulgent a Maſter) was drawn away 
to embrace Popery ; when, behold! ſoon 
after, he that had eſcap'd the Shock of 


any great Danger by a Cannon-Bullet, 
as he was viewing at a great diſtance, 


7 poſt ure of the Enemies Camp. mY 
ate 


424 we ue. —  - — 


4. The late famous French General 


Years and upwards in the Reform'd 


what Court Poyſon, or Jeſuit's Charm, 


ſo many Battles, was ſuddenly (lain, F 
where he could not rationally ſuſpect } 


ace I heard a Papiſt upbraid a Prote- 
Jo with this Geatlemag's Change of 
Naeligion, ſaying, Tos ſee Tarenne when 
We 072m old, was willing to Die in the Arms 


| Solomon prov'd an old Iaul ator. 


) bas a Relation of Apoſtacy viſibly 
puniſh'd in a certain Taylor's Servang, }. 
who being for a while a zcalous Profel- 
for of the Proteſtant Religion, atter- 
Wards removing to another Place, was 


[but ta one kind; bot at jſt returning 
again to his old Maſter,, (Who was ig- 
[norant of ihe Fellow's Relapſe, but ſee— 


- us US ob £0 A eu At AAS 
_—_— 


ae War with Germary — 1 remember 
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1 our Mother Church, 10 Which the 
proteſtant very well reply'd, Tes, Sir, 


na when he was Cl; and "tu not bing 


range to hear that ſomt Mien in their decli- 
ung Tears begin to Dote, for faitigul young 


5- Melanc! hen that Phonix of Gtrma- 


pecſuaded by ſome of his Companions 
to tuen Papilt again, and did with them 
go to Maſs, and receive the Sacra Cit 


ing him neglect to participate of the 


Lord's Supper ) he began to admoniſh 


him of his Duty therein; to all chien 
he anſwer'd not a Word for 4 long 
! 


ime, but in the end, roari: - 61 os 
horribly, he pronourc'd the 


8 
1 ” TT — — 
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be maſter ! 1 am unworthy of that holy Ban. Wl! 
quet, I have deny ed the G oſpel, and am be- Veit 
come the Devil's perpetual Voſſal. With B: 
theſe Words in his Mouth, he ſuddenly Miter 
flung himſelf out of the Window, and Mat 
with the Fall, burſt out his Bowels oc 

6. One Latamus that belong'd to the ¶NChu˙ 
cruel Court of Inquiſition, had, in his Hut 
Youth, imbib'd ſome Principles of true Hul 
Religion, but the Vanities of the World [Minw 
ſoon choak'd that good Seed, and being ofs 


| prefer'd to a gainful Place in the Popes bis 


Shambles, (for ſo 1 may call the bloody pen 


Inquiſition} thought he ſhould not de- mei 
ſerve it, unleſs he became a moſt grie- Nd 
vous Perſecutor of thoſe whom his Con- 
ſcience told him were the faithful Ser-| W M. 
vants of God. As the Proverb aſſures | WM Di 
us, That one Renegado is worſe than ten ¶ © 
Turk;; ſo Experience ſhews, that When I pr 
any that have formerly own'd Religion, | 1 
revolt from it, they of all others become 
the fierceſt and moſt barbarous Per ſecu-- 


tors of it; fearing belike, that they ſhall | Þ 

ſtill be ſuſpected to be of the depreſſed 
Party; if they do not put off all Huma- 
nity towards them; and to avoid the 
Cenſure of Hereticks, think there is a; 
Neceſlizy to ſhew themſelves prophane | 


Hell- 
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an-el-Hounds, ſavage, canine, incarnate 
be. WM)cviis. This was this Latamus's Cour ie, 
ith o Body ſo buſte as be to find out, hunt 
ly Miter, ſuppreſs, deſtroy, and torment all 
nd Hat would not conform to the falſe 

Voctriges, and vile Superſtition in the 
Church of Rome, by Law Eſtabliſhed. 
is Nut in the midſt of his Career, God met 
rich him, and ſuddenly ſtruck him bot? | 
Wiowardly and outwardly with Terrors 
of Soul, and Bodily Diſe ſes, den 
his Eyes were opened, þ.. no: 10 te- 
J pentance, bat to Deſpzir 5 A ich- 
ment ſeiz'd him, add he was over- 
whelmed with Confuſion and Horror, 
ſo that he ſent for ſeveral Learned 
Men, ard being ia the Extremity of 
Deſperation, freely of his own accord 
conteſs'd his Impicty, in ſach Ex- 
preſiions as theſe ; O how heavy, 
' how grievous is my Sin; who Wit- 
J  tingly ard willingly againſt my 
Knowledge, againſt the Dictates of 
J iy Conſcience, have imploy'd my 

ſelf ia the Devil's Drudgery, and 
perſecuted Chriſt in his Members, 
. and oppoſed the Truth of the Goſs; 
pel, and ſtop the Worſhip of God, 
and as- much as in me lay, endea - 
| © vour'd | ik 
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vour'd with Lucifer, to pull God 
out of his Throne, and to make 
Void his Law, and preferr'd the Lu 
and Pleaſures, the Malice and Re# 
venge of vile and wicked Men, be 
fore the Glory of God, the Chari-Þ 
ty which I ow'd to my Neighbours, | 
and the Reverence which I ovghtÞþ 
to have paid to the Divine Com- 
mands ? Alas! Thus have I ſinnedÞ 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; nor can I] 
hope for any Forgivenels in this Life, | 
or to Eternity, but am Damn'd for || 
ever with the Devil and his Angels, 
whoſe 1 am, and whom I have ſer- 
ved, and am incorporated into his 
Kingdom. Henceforwards behold! 
not Latamus as a Man, but as a very 
Devil; and if your Eyes were o- 
pen'd you would believe my Hands 
and Feet already deform'd , and 


— 
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The Learned Men that came to Vin 
him were aſtoniſh'd at theſe Diſcour- 
ſes, eſpecially perceiving that the 
ſame did not proceed from an or! 
nary Melancholly, or Diftemperature 
of Brain, (for in all things he was 
ſufficiently Senhble and Rational) but 


from! 


horrible, with filthy Claws, e. 


| 


| 
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trom a Senſe of the Wrath of God» 
and Horror of Conſcience. However 
one of them, a Doctor of Divinity; 
and his intimate Friend, began with 
a long and chriſtian Diſcourſe to com- 
fort him, endeavouring to demon- 
ſtrate to him from God's Word , 
That there was no Sin ſo grievous, 
but by the Grace and Mercy of God 
might be pardon'd. Te which La- 
tamus readily anſwer'd, That be was 
not ignorant that there were many 
Places in Holy Writ, moſt excellent, 
and exceeding full of Comfort, but 
ſtil they were full of Comfort, bur 
[till they were nothing io him, for 
he wanted Faith and Reliance upon 
| God, and knew already for a certain, 


thit the Sentence of Damnation was 
gone forth againſt him: And (ſaid 
be) that you may not doubt there- 
* of, you ſha!l ſee that on this Bed 
* whercon I lye, I ſhall, without ever 
being able to riſe from it, ſuddenly 
Dye, but take me for an Example, 
* and let me be a Warning to all ; 
kor for this Cauſe I ſent for you 

hither, that being by me Admcni- 
' ſhed, you may Repent, and give 
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vants of God. This and much more 
to the ſame Purpoſe having ſail, he fel 
into horrible Roarings and Howlings, 
ard ſo in the Preſence of them all ex- 
pir'd ; his Countenance and whole Bo- 
dy being turn'd to ſo great a Deformiiy 
and Uglineſs, as was frightful to behold. 
This was Recorded in this very man- 
[ner by the Learned Fincelim, I. De 
Miraculis, who atteſts it for a certain 


and notorious Truth, 


| 
| 
| 


ä — — 


The Remarkable H.ſtory of John Diazlus, 
and his barbarous Brother. 

7. Jom Diatius was born in pair,} 
brought up at School, atterwards he 
went to Paris, to ſtud; the Arts, 
where he continu'd 13 Ves But it 
pleas'd God. that whilſt he read over 
the holy Scriptures, and ſome of la- 
ther's Books, and other Protest 
Divines, he began to ſee nd abo i. 
nate the Errors of Popery. Ac] 
therefore to further himſelf in the. 
Knowledge and Study of the Truth, 
he went to Geneva, and thence to! 
Stratshuroh, whete Alartin Bucer ob- 
ſerving his Learning, Piety and 1. 


vita, | 
vp 
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gence, obtain'd of the Senate, that 


be ſhould be join'd with him, to go 


to the Diſputation at Ratisbon, and 
when he came thither, he went to 
Peter MMulvinda, a Spaniard, the Pope's 
Agent in Germany, who, when he 
knew that he came in the Company 


with Bucer, and the other Proteſtant 


Divines, he was much aſtoniſh'd, and 
admir'd how he was ſo much changed 
from that which he knew him to be 
at Paris; and withal he fretted ex- 
ceedingly that they had gotten a Spa- 
niard amongſt them, preſuming that 
they would Triumph more in him 
than in many Germans ; whereupon 
he left no means unc ſſay'd, to draw 
him back again to the Church of Rome; 
ſometimes making large Proffers and 
Promiſes unto him, other times threat- 
ning ſevere Puniſhments, and mixing 
both with earneſt Entreaties : But 
when by no means he could prevail 
to divert him from the Truth, he ſent 
for his Brother Alphonſius Diaxiis, oue 
of the Pope's Lawyers, from Rome; 
who hearing that his Brother was 
turn'd Proteſtant came ſpeedily into 

Germany | 
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>: 


Germany, bringing a notorious Ban- 
d.tti, or Cut-Throat with him : When 
he came to Fatizbon, Diazius was de- 
parted ro Vembug, about printing of 
a Book of Bucer's ; which Alphorſu | 
hearing of, ſoon fol!ow'd him thither : 
| where, after long debating of matters 
of Religion between the two Brothers, 


Alphon/us ſceing the Heart of his Bro- 
ther John to be conſtantly planted on 
the ſure Rock of God's Truth, that 


nor Threats tetrihe him, both having 
been us'd by the Pope's Agent: And 
that he himiclt by no Perſwaſion could 
prevail with him to return to Pepery, 
ve feign'd himſelf friendly to take his 
leave of him, and ſo departed. But 
ſhortly after he returned again with 
this Ruffian, whom Aipron/ze ſendiug 
disguis'd with a Letter to his Brother, 
as John Diazins was reading the Let. 
ter, this bloody Murtherer cleft bis 
Head with an Hatchet he had prepared! 
for that purpoſe: This happen's A 
10 Chriſii, 1546, and this Inhuman C1 
was highly commended by the Papil:s 
for it. Bat the Lord would not fuller} 
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neither Preferments would allure him, | 
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ſoch an unnatural Villany to go unpu- 
niſn'd, for not long after he was fo dog- 
ged and hunted with the Furies of his 
own Conſcience, that being at Trent, 
when the Council was held there, he 
hang'd himſelf about the Neck of his 
own ule, 

8. There was one Burton the Bayliff 
of Cromland in Lincolnſhire, who 1a K. 
Edward the Sixth's time, was ſeeming- 
ly a zealous Proteſtant ; but as ſoon 
as ever cruel Queen Mary came to the 
Crown, he openly tiirn'd Papiſt, and 
endeavour'd to ſtir up his Neigabours 
to introduce the Maſs ; who being very 
forward in it, the Lord's- Day follow- 
ing, this Burton went to the Curate, 


123 


ſay ing, Sirrah, will you not ſay 
Maſs ? Buckle your ſelf to it, you 
Knave, or by God Blood will ſheath my 


Dagger in thy Shoulders! The poor 
Curate being affrighted herewith, be- 
took himſelf to read the Maſs 3; but 
ſhortly after, as this Burton, with one 


of his Neighbours rode together upon 


the Fen bank, a Crow (as it appear'd to 
de, and with her uſual Note) flew o · 
ver his Head, and voiding her Excre- 


39%) 


ments, it fell on his Noſe, and ſo ran 


down, 


1 Examples of 


down upon bis Beard, and ſtank { 
horribly, as ſet him a vomiting in a 
molt violent manner; whercupoyn 
haſt'ning home, he betock himſelf to 
Bed, but cobld Eat nothing; and the 
Stench and Vomiting ſtill continuing, 
with fearful Oaths and Execrations hc 
{lay Curſing the Crow for thus Pop fon. 
ing of him, and ſo remain'd in ex- 
tream and continual Torments for wo! ſl 
or three Days, and then raving, and Miz; 
without any Signs of Repentance, or! 
fear of God, Dyed. | 
| . 9« One Javier, the Town Clerk of | Mirg, 
Lendon, in the Days of King Remy the 
8th, a Cruel Enemy to the True Pro- 
feſſors of the Goſpel, Swore an Oath, 
That if the King would fer forth the 
Scriptures in Exgliſh, rather than he 
would live to ſee it he would Cut 
his own Throat; but he broke bi- 
Word, for he did not Cut bis Throat, 
but ſoon after (thinking belike a Dogs 
Death more fit for him than a Call's/ 
Hang'd himſelf, | 
10. One Rockwood (of which Famil, 
there are many Papiſts to this Day in 0 
Suſſoll, and one of them was cxccuted 1 
for the Cun Powder-T reaſon»Plot) was 2. 1 
great | 


— — 
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eat ſtirrer up of the Perſecution a 
Jzinſt God's People in Calais (before 
een Mary, to the everleſting lafa- 
ny, and Diſſervice of the Engliſh Na- 
ion, luffeted that important Town to 
e loſt to the French) but being ſud- 
tenly ſtruck with Sickneſs, he lay ſta- 


Wing and raving, and perpetually cry- 


ng out; Al! too Lite, for I have malici- 
ſly ſought the Death of many godly Per- 
lms, and againſt the Light of my own Con- 
[cience, and therefore, All too late! all to- 
late / And thus he continued unto his 
End. 

11, Thomas Blair, a Privy-Counſel!or 


Jo the King of the Scots, was a great 


per ſecutor of the reformed Chriſtians 
in that Kingdom, but being by God 
ſmitten wich Sickneſs, he fell into De- 
ſpair, cry ing out, That he was damn'd and 
4 Caf. away; that he was damn'd without 
Remedy, &c. And when the Monks 
came to his Bed-ſide, and pretended to 


Comfort him, he ſaid, Be gone with 
eur Trumpery and Fooleries: I never 
till now, believed there was either God 


or Devil, Heaven, or Hell; I had no 
more eſteem of your Religion, than 1 
had of the Proteſtants In what I did. 
SES 3 
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125 
1 a&ed only as a Politician ; to get Pre 
ferment and Money ; and to that pur- 
poſe | engaged on The Biſhop's bebalf, 
las thinking them the ſtrongeſt Side, 

and that would beſt gratify my Hopes. Goc 
and fo I prevail'd with the King to caſt dich 
out their Adverſaries. All your Me ll 
and your Faſtings can do me no good, Met 
for I am damn'd, and the Devil hatin i 110] 
me already in his Gripes to carry me 
to Hel], there to torment me to Eicrni- : bur 
ty, according to my Deſerts -In vw hich 8 the 
miſerable Condition he dyed, without 
any ſign of true Repentance. 1 

12. One L ar kin, who ſeemed to have 1 Di 
had ſome Taſte of the Goſpel in his“ be 
younger Years, ſeeing the Storms of 0 
Perſecution begin to ariſe, not only for- Cl 
ſook the Truth, bur for Gain turn d an] N 
Informer againſt, and Perſecutor of ſuch | | 
as conſtantly profeſs'd iti; and particu- 
larly hediſcovered and apprekeaded one 
Eagles, who for Religion thereupon ſut- 
fered Death. But ſoon after, he him- 
ſelf, for a ſmall Crime, was Arraign'd,! | 
Condemn'd, and Hang'd. And as he 
ſtood at the Bar to receive Sentence of | 
Death, he ſaid publickly, Ti 1 fu 
_ upon me for betraying the CREE 
twat 
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hat hat j. Man, , Geo rge Eagles, who thro' 
my means Was Condemned, ana I fold bis 
Le for a little Money. 

13. That exemplary Judgment of 
od poured out upon Stephen Car diner, 
1 biſhop of Winchefter in Q Mary's Days, 
„%% Generations will have cauſe to re- 
vember, and admire, This cruel Bi- 
hop, upon the Day wherein reverend 
„e Latimer, and learned Rialey were to he 
i. borat at Oxford, was ſo eager upon 
their Deaths, that although fome great 
1: Noblemen came to Dine with him that 

Day, yer he would not fit down to 
e A Dinner, till one of his Servants, whom 
ie be had ſent thither on purpoſe, coming 
„F boſt from Oxford, about Four of the 
Clock in the Afternoon, brought the 
n | News that Execution was done upon 
hem. — Thea the Wretch haſten'd 
.o Dinner, and was very merry, but 
e | before he had eaten many Bits, a ſud- 
„een ſtroke of God's Hand fell fore ups 
en him, infomuch that he was carried 
immediately to his Bed, in which he 
c MW coitinued for Fiveteen Days, in intol- 
{| W lerable Anguiſh and Jorments, even 
1] F efiting above Ground, during all which 
lime, he could void nothing that he 
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received, either by Stool or Urine 
his Tongue alſo hung out of his Month 


Miſery. 
For a Concluſion, as I would no 
break any bruiſed Reed, nor be altogethe 


ing out of Judgments, but be alſoa Ea 
nabas, a Sono; Conſolation, and pour Balm 
of Gilead into thoſe Wounded Spirits 
who out of humane Frailty, and Satan's 
Svgzeſtions, and the World's T:n,pt- 


with the Terrors of tbe Lord, I {hall 
here add one Eminent Example of a 
great Light of the Church that fell in 
that kind, and was brought to the very 
Brink of Delpair, and yet by Ged's 
Grace Repented, and was happliy r«[to- 


ſlight or ſuperficial Repentance would 


dy the Vehemence of his Zxpreſſions, 
proceeding from a Heart all over 11 
Confuſions and Agonies ; What Soul- 


Convulſions he had endured, before he 
could 


* 
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tions. may too far Comply againſt meg 
Dictates of their own Conſciences, and 
for the ſame, may happen to be ſmitten, 


Swoln and Black, and ſo he Languiſh'ai: 


2 


and Pined away in great Anguiſn an 


a Boanerges, Thundering and Lightenꝗ 


red. But let not the Reader think a 


ſerve the Turn; you ſhall ſoon perceive 


ct. 
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ould receiv e any Glimpſe of Comfort, 
The Caſe is that of Origen, a Perſon 


or Learnii.g, Zeal, and other Gifts, 
las Famous as any in the Primitive 
W Church, after the Apoſtle's Days. 


In 
the Reign of Decius, for the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, he underwent Bands and Tor- 
ments in his Body, Wracking, with Bars 
of Iron, Dungeons; beſides ſeveral 
Threats of Death and Buruing, &c. At 
length, hearing hac ſome Chriſtians 
were carricd to au ldol Temple, to force 
them to Sacrifice, he out of his Zeal, ran 
thicher to incourage aid diſſuade chem 
from it: When his Advert ſat ies ſaw 
him, they let go the other, and laid hold 
upon him, putting him to his Choice, 
whether he would offer Incenſe to the 
Idol, or have his Body deſilcd with a 
[Foul and Ugly Black moor. He chooſes 
to offer Incenſe. Then did they pre- 
ſently put Incenſe into bis trembling 
Hands, and whilſt ke demur'd upon it, 
they took his Hands, ard cauſed him to 
throw it into the Fire, and thereupon 
preſently cried out, Origen bath Sacriſi- 
ced, Origen hath Sacrif ces, After this 
Fact he was Excommunicated by the 


Church, and being filed with Shame 


| and 
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and Sorrow, he left Alexandria, and 
came to Jeruſalem, where he was even 
conſtrained by Importnnity to Preach 
to them. He took his Bible, open'd it, 
and the firſt place he caſt his Eye upon, 
was this Scripture, Unto the Wicked 
God ſaith, why doft thou preach my Lam, 
and take my Covenant into thy Mouth ? 
Pſalm 50. 16. — When he had read 


- 


[out into abundance of Tears, the whole | 


Congregation Weeping with him alſo, 
ſo that he was not able to ſay any more | 


unto them. After this he wandred up 
and down in great Grief and Torment 


of Conſcience, and wrote the following 
Lamentation. 


IN the bitterneſs of Grief of Mind, 1 gol 

about to ſpeak unto them, who Q 
herea'ter read this confuſed Writing. Ver 
how can I ſpeak, when my Tongue u ty 


up, and my Lips dare not once more wag © 


is dried up, and all my Senſes and Inſtru- 
ments are polluted with Iniquitiy. © Ye) 
Saints and bleſſed of God, with water "| 
Eyes, and wet Checks ſoaked in Delon, 019 


E 4 ou 
lain, I beſeech you to Fall avi veſore th 


| 
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theſe Words, he fate down, and burſt 1 


My Tergue doth not his Office , my Throat” 
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ar of alrugbty God, for me miſerable 


Sumner, who by reaſon of my Sins, dare 


5 G. 


. iet crave ought at the Hands of God. — 
„e is me, becauſe of the Sorrow of my 
„ Heart. — Woe is me, my Mother, that 
4] erer thou brouohtefF me forth. — A 
1 | righteous Mau to be converſant in unrighs 
10 I reouſneſs ? An Heir 0/ the King dom 0 
|| boa, to be an Inheritor of the Kung dom 
le of Satan ? A Miniſter, to be found wal- 
0, lowing in Impiety? A Mun beautified 


Smith Honour an Dig nity, to be in the end 


re!“ vel | 
up blemiſſhed with Shame ann Ignominy.— A 
1 %% Turret, yet ſuddciily thrown to th? 
PEP I | 7 , 4 "8 5 oy £ 
ng | Cround . 1 burning Light, ye? forth 


| 
| llywither”d ! 


bet: boom ſcen pirrfully deprived of all. — But 
yed. who will miniſter Moiſture to my Head? 
9 7 | Ana who will give Streams of Tears unte 


g 77 my forronſul plight ? 
Miniſtry, kew ſhall Lament thee ? 


wit h darkned! A ſrunful tree, yet quick: 
A running Fountain, yet by 
and by dried up. Wo is me, that ever 1 
„r decked with Gifts and Graces, and 


n Eies, that I may bewail my ſelf in 
Ala! O my 
| Oh, 
al ye my Friends, tender wy Caſe, and 


My my Per ſon, 
Wounded ! 


that wn ſo denzervuſly 
; Pity me, O ye my Friends, 
3 U ' 

or that 7 bade nom trodden under Hot the 
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Seal and Cegniſance of my Profeſſion 5 an 
joyned in League with the Devil, Pi 
me, O ye my triends, for that I am re 
jetted and caſt away from before the fac m 
of God almighty. There is no Sorrow came 
parable fo my Sorrow; there ts 10 Aft. ml 
ct ion that exceeds my Affiction , no but 1579 
terneſi that paſſeth wy Buterneſs ;, no Luo 
mentation more Lamentable thai mine Myer 
neither is there any Sin greater than mine MO 
and there is no Salve tor me, Where u pep 
that good Shepherd of Souls, Whree is 127 
he that went down from Jeruſalem to fe-. 
richo, which ſalved and cured bim that vn 
was wounded by Thieves ? Set me out Min, 
Lora, that am falien from the hig her Wie 
Jeruſalem ; which has broken them which (ed; 
made in Baptiſm, &c. Alas tat ever Wm 
i was Doctor, and now occupy not the rom be 
of a Diſciple. Thou knowest, O Lord, M. 
that I fell ag aint my Mill; whereas 18 Co 
went about to enlighten others, I darkned mi 
ſelf. When I endeavonred to bring ot he 
from Death to Life, I brought my ſei 
i from Life to Death + When I minded to 
| preſent others before Gad, I preſented wy 
ſelf before the Devil - When I deſi ed 
to be found a Friend and Favourer | 
Godlineſs, I was found a Fit, and a fi- 


therer of Iniquity : When 1 fet my Leh, 


yp at 
pr. 


u 
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{7 arſtand ? 
ed thee aſleep, and in the end, ſlew 
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ain ſt the Aſſemblies of the Wicked, and 


roved their doings, there found I Shame, 
lud the mo peſtilent Wound of the Devil. 
eme promiſed me to be Bap iſea; but af- 
Sr tbat J paſſed | 
Ine Night transformed himſelf into an 
Engel of Light, and ſaid unto me, When 
Shou art up in the Morning, go on and 
Herſuade them, and bring them unto 
od. But che Devil going before me, 
pred the [Lay, &c. 


from them, the Devil that 


ey Creature, Skipping out of my Bed 
a the dawnins Day, could not finiſh my 


Lied Devotion, neither accompliſh my 


u Prayers; deſiring That all Men 


might be ſaved, and come to the know- 


edge of the Truth, whils in the mean 
me I wrapped my ſelf in the Snares of 
the Devil, I gat me to thoſe wicked 


Men, and required them to perform the 
i Covenant made the Night before. I, ſilly 
Vol, knowing not their ſub/ ilty, and we came 


to the Baptiſm. O blinded Heart, how 


Li thou not remember? O fooli 
lind, hom aidft thou not bethink thy ſelf ? 


0 witleſs Brain, kom did$t thou not un- 
But it was the Devil that 


try unhappy and wretched So ul. 
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but now have fallen worſe my ſelf : Samp 
ſon hadhis Haircut off, but the Crown « 
Glory is fallen off my Head. Sampſon 1 


Eyes are put out, It was the Wiline(s « 
a Woman that brought Confuſion upon him; 
but it was my Tongue that brought me inte 
this ſinſul Condit ion,— 


Alas my Church liveth, yet I am 
Widdower. My Sons are alive, yet I a 
barren, Every Creature rejoyceth, and 
alone am deſolate and ſorromful, &c. Be- 
wan me O ye bleſſed People of God, who a 


our of the Wedding- Chamber o Chrif. Rew a. 
me who am al herredof the Angels, andſeveres 
from the Saints, Who knowethbwhethe 
the Lord will hate mercy on me, and nh! 


he moved with my Deſolation ? Whethe 
he will have rejpett to my Humiliation 
and enciize all bis tender Compeſſicns te 
wards me? | mill proſtrate my ſelſ befor 
the Threſhold and Porch of bis Chur ch 


that I may entreat all People, both ſmal 
an 


| : — — — 


6 


— O thou Devil, what ha# thou gone 
untome ? How ha thou Wounded me * 
bemailed ſometimei the Fall of Sampſon 


the carn. l Eyes of his Body, but my ſpirit ua 


bariſhed from God, Hewai me, he am (but 


ther he will pity my Fall ? Whether he nil 


Wind preat, ſaying unto them, zrample and 


Y [euſations Printed therein againſt me. But 


Or! gen's Lamentation. I 3 5 


tread me under Foot, who am the unſa voury 
Salt ; tread upon me, who have no Taſte nor 


WE Savour of God; tread upon me who am fit 


for nothing. 
Now let the Elders mourn, for that the 


I Staff mhereon they leaned is fallen. 


Now let the young Men mourn, for that 
their School-maſter fallen, 

Now let the Virgins mourn, fer that the 
advancer of Virg:nity is defiled. | 

Now let the Miniſters mourn, for that 
their Patron and Defender is ſhame ſully 
fallen. 
Woe is me, that I fell ſolendly ! Wee; 
me, that I fell moſt dangerouſly, and can. 
not riſe again ! Aſſitt me, O holy Si- 
rit, and give me Grace to Repent; let the 
Fountain of Tears be opened, and Guſh out 
into Streams, to ſee if peradventure I may 
have Grace throughly to Repent, and to wipe 
out of the Book of my Conſcience, the Ac- 


thou, O Lord, think not upon my poliuted 
Lips neither weigh thou the Tong ue that hath 
uttered leud things, but accept of my Re- 
ipentance, and have mer upon me, and 
raiſe me up out of the Mire of Corruption, | 
ſor the Paddle thereof hath even choaked' 
2 3 es 
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me up. Moe i me, that was ſometimes « 
Peart gliſtering in the golden Garland o 
Glory, but new am thrown into the Du, 
and trodden in the Mire of Contempt, 
Woe is me, that the Salt of God now liith 
on the Dung hil.— 

Nom I will adareſs my ſelf, and tur; 
my Talk unto God, Why haft thou liſted 
me up, and cat me down ? | had net 


why, O Tord, bait thou ſbut my Mouth by 
the holy Prophet David? How; bavel 
bern the Fir#t that ſinned, or am I the Firii 
that fell ? Why ha$#t thou forſaken me, 
being deſolate, and baniſhed me from a- 
mongſt thy Saints, and aſtoniſhed me, 
when 1 ſhould preach thy Law ? David 
himſelf, who bath ſhut up my mouth, ſinned 
too bad in thy ſight, yet upon Kepentance, 
tho receivedFt him to mercy. Peter, that 
was a Pillar, after his Fall, wipes it away 
with ſalt Tears, not continuing lorg in the 


committed this Impiety, unleſs thon had{+| 
withdrawn thine Hand from me. — But 


Puddle of Infidelity. 
Now | bumbly beſeech thee, O Lord, cal 


rillous and deſtrIMtive Way; grant me that 
hood Guide and Inſtruſtor the Holy Ghe#t,, 


that I become not the Habitation of 2 
ws 


— 


— 


me back, for br have trodden a mo#t pe- 
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vils ; but that I may tread under Foot the 
Devils that trod upon me, and ovetcoming 
all his Sleig his, may be again reſtored to 
the Joys of thy Salvation, 

Now all ye which behold my Wound, 
tremble for Fear, and take heed that ye 


lumber not, nor fall into the like Crime; 


but rather let us aſſemble tegether, and 
rend our Hearts, &c. I monrn, and am 
ſorry at the Heart-Root, O ye my Friends, 
that ever ſo I fell, &c. 

| Let the Angels lament over mo, bicauſe 
of this my dangerous Fall. 

Let the Aſſemblies of Saints lament over 
me, for that I am ſevered from their bleſſed 
Societies. 

Let the holy Chureh la ment over me, 
for that I am wofully deelined. 

Let all the People lament over me, for 
that I have my Deaths Wound. 

| Bewail me, that am in like caſe with the 
reprobate Jews; for this which was ſaid 
unto them, why do ft thou Preach my Lam, 
&c. now ſoundeth alike in my Ears ; 
What ſhall I do, that am thus beſet with 
maniſe ſt Miſchiefi, Alas, O Death, why 
4 ff thou linger? Herein thow doſt ſpite, ana 
bear me Malice? O Satan, what Miſ- 


chief haſt t hon brought unto me ? Ho-] 
3 1 aſt 


— 


| 
| 
| 
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baſt thou pierced wy Breaſt with thy pry. 
ſonous att? Thinkeſt thou, that my 
Ruin will avail any thing at all ? Think. } 
eſt thou to procure to thy ſelf any Eaſe o- 
Ref, mhilſt that I am grievou{'ytormented? 
Who is able to ſignifie unto thee,” whether 
my Sins be wiped and done away? Me. 
ther I ſhad not again be coupled with, and 
and made a Companion to the Saints? 
O Lord, I fall before thy Mercy-ſeat, have 
Mercy upon me, who mourn thus ont of 
meaſure, becauſe I have greatly offended,-— 
Rid my Soul, Lord, from the roaring Lyon 

The Aſſembly of the Saints aoth make inter- 
ceſſion for me, who am an unprofitable Ser 
vant. Shen Mercy, o Lord, to thy man- 
dring Sheep, who is jubjett to the renading 
Teeth of the ravenous Wolf. Save me 0 Lord 
our of bis Mouth. Let my Sack- cloth be 
rent aſunder, and gird me with Joy and 
Gladneſs. Let me he again received inte 
the Foy of my God. Let me be thought ver- 
thy of his King dom, through the 8arneZt Pe. 
titions of the Church, which ſorroweth over, 
me, aud hambleth her ſelf to Jeſus Chriit,' 
in my behalf; To whom with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Glory and 
Honour, for ever and ever. A. 
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